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Long-term Plan in Two Parts

The net result of the planning process is a plan with two separate parts.

Part One: Improving and Expanding Bayfield Peninsula Trails:
Recommendations for the Next Decade,

◊  Improvements to existing trails;

◊  Proposals for new trails that would be implemented in two time frames: Category 1 - within 5 years; 
Category 2 - within 5 to 10 years;

◊  New trail concepts beyond 10 years are briefly referenced for possible future consideration.

Part Two: Implementation Plan

◊  guiding goals, objectives and strategies;

◊  a comprehensive compilation of background information that serves as the plan’s foundation;

◊  procedures and policies related to trail planning, development and maintenance;

◊  principles of outreach and education;

◊  pathway to organizational sustainability

◊  implementation tables that include project tasks, assignments, timelines, costs, and resources 
needed.

Introduction

Welcome to the Bayfield Peninsula Long-term Trails Plan! 
In 2023, after three years of successful growth, the Bayfield Area Trails Committee initiated 
development of a long-term plan to guide their collective efforts toward carrying out their 
mission and vision.

Mission

To sustain and create a high-quality network of diverse trails 
within the Bayfield Peninsula with active community 
engagement and support.

Vision

Bayfield Peninsula trails enhance individual and community 
wellbeing by connecting people with nature and each other. 
With a focus on silent sports and inspired by a strong land 
stewardship ethic, we collaborate with all trail users to 
advance social, environmental, and economic sustainability. 

Bayfield Area Trails 
Committee Members

Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore

Bayfield County

City of Bayfield

City of Washburn

Landmark Conservancy

Mount Ashwabay

Red Cliff Band of the Lake 
Superior Chippewa

 Towns of Bayfield, Bayview, 
and Bell.
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Living Documents: 

These are intended to be living documents to be reviewed and revised as goals and 
recommendations are completed and/or needs and priorities evolve. They should be reviewed 
by the BAT Comm. on an annual basis to inform annual priorities and budgets, with revisions 
documented as appropriate. The Plan has been organized with links to enable readers to 
navigate to the sections of greatest interest. 

Important Planning Considerations: 
These concepts have guided the planning process and will continue to guide plan 
implementation:

◊  Many of the new trail proposals in the plan remain conceptual, and will require additional field work, 
consultation, and decision making before implementation.

◊  Final decisions will reside with each landowner.

◊  Respecting private land is vital.

◊  Cooperation with willing private landowners will be essential.

◊  All projects will emphasize minimizing environmental impact and maximizing sustainability.

I really love that over the many decades (four 
generations of family) of coming to the 
Peninsula that conservation has been strongly 
regarded as a priority. It is a very delicate 
ecosystem that needs our protection. Thank you 
for all you do. We look forward to seeing the 
eagles and other unique wildlife, wildflowers, 
and the crystal-clear lake next spring. Thank 
you again!”

I go to the trails for exercise, fresh air, to clear 
my mind and refresh my soul.”

We treasure these trails. Thank you for working 
to protect them.”

We have some of the best trails in the region, 
and they are a huge asset for our community. 
They provide opportunities for residents and 
also bring visitors that help sustain our local 
economies.”

What Trail Users Say About Bayfield Area Trails



Chapter 1

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions
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US Forest Service Trail Classification System
(adopted for for this plan)

Class Experience Trail Features Signage Local Examples

Class 1 - 
Minimally 
Developed

Natural and 
unmodified.

The trail is intermittent and 
indistinct. Obstacles are 
common, naturally occurring, and 
often substantial.

Signing is limited to 
junctions and when the 
trail location is not 
evident.

Sultz Swamp Trail 
System; Spring Creek 
Trail System

Class 2 - 
Moderately 
Developed

Natural and 
essentially 
unmodified.

The trail is continuous and 
discernible, but narrow and 
rough. Obstacles may be 
common and substantial. 
Vegetation may encroach into the 
trailway.

Signing is limited to 
junctions and when the 
trail location is not 
evident.

Raspberry River Trail 
System; Clayton 
Creek Trail

Class 3 - 
Developed

Natural and 
primarily 
unmodified.

The trail is continuous and 
obvious. Constructed features 
like boardwalks may be common 
and substantial. Obstacles may 
be common. Vegetation is 
cleared outside of the trailway.

Signing is limited to 
junctions and when the 
trail location is not 
evident.

Gil Larson Trail; Long 
Lake Trail; Lost Creek 
Falls Trail

Class 4 - 
Highly 

Developed

The recreation 
environment 
may be 
modified.

The trail is wide and relatively 
smooth, with few irregularities. 
Constructed features are 
frequent and substantial. 
Trailside amenities may be 
present. Obstacles are infrequent 
and insubstantial. Vegetation is 
cleared outside of the trailway.

A wide variety of signing 
is likely present and 
interpretive signs are 
possible.

Frog Bay Tribal 
National Park Trail 
System; Houghton 
Falls Trail; 
Brownstone Trail;

Class 5 -
Fully 

Developed

The recreation 
environment 
may be highly 
modified.

The trail is wide, firm, stable, and 
generally uniform. Trails are 
commonly hardened. 
Constructed features are 
frequent or continuous such as 
bridges, boardwalks, and trailside 
amenities. Obstacles are not 
present. Grades are typically less 
than 8 percent.

A wide variety of signing 
is present. Informational 
and interpretive signs are 
common.

Salmo Lakewalk Trail; 
Beaver Hollow Trail;

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions



8

Link to Index

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions

A. Three Geographic Regions
For purposes of this plan, the Bayfield Peninsula has been divided into three geographic regions: 
Northern,Southern, and Western. The few trails that cross over the regional boundaries are 
assigned on a case-by-case basis to the region based upon the location of the primary trailhead 
and/or where the majority of trail is located.

B. Information for each trail system
This section provides information about the silent sports trails across the Peninsula, organized 
into systems, in order to convey the connectivity and trail experience opportunities. While most 
of the trails are considered part of the Bayfield Are Trails network, some are under the purview 
of other entities that are not currently members of the Bayfield Area Trails Committee 
partnership.

◊ Recommendations for improving existing trails are in the Chapter 3.
◊ Recommendations for new trail proposals are in Chapter 4. Including detailed 

descriptions for Category 1 and Category 2 trails in the next decade and longer-term 
ideas.
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C. Northern Region Trail Systems

This region encompassese City of Bayfield, Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Town 
of Bayfield, Town of LaPointe, and Town of Russell. In addition, the northern region includes 
the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore and Madeline Island.



Apostle Islands National Lakeshore Trail System
90500 Meyers Beach Road, Bayfield, WI  54814        website
Managing Entity: The National Park Service  

In total there are over 50 miles of hiking trails within the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. Many of the 
twenty-one islands have hiking trails, and these trails provide access to remote forests, beaches, scenic areas, 
historical sites, campsites, and lighthouses. Islands with hiking trails are: Basswood Island, Devils Island, 
Manitou Island, Michigan Island, Oak Island, Otter Island, Outer Island, Raspberry Island, Rocky Island, Sand 
Island, South Twin Island, and Stockton Island. 

The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore also includes land on the Bayfield Peninsula. The Lakeshore Trail 
extends six miles from the Meyer’s Beach trailhead and along the way, the trail passes through forested area 
before following along the top of impressive red sandstone cliffs with sea caves, and at the end of the linear 
trail is a reservable backcountry campsite. With the right conditions, occasionally the sea caves in this area 
are accessible to the public across the frozen lake in the winter.

Bayfield Waterfront Trail
Front St & Washington Ave, Bayfield, WI  54814
Managing Entity: The City of Bayfield 

The Bayfield Waterfront Trail is an easy 1.2 mile in-town walk along the lakeshore via sidewalks and paved 
trails with a series of interpretive markers to introduce you to Bayfield’s past. The northern end of the trail is at 
Front St. & Washington Ave. while the southern end connects with the Brownstone Trail at S 3rd St. & Wilson 
Ave. 

Bayfield Westside Trail System Concept
Bayfield, WI  54814
Managing Entities: City of Bayfield and Town of Bayfield 

This is a new concept that would create a new trail system through the City of Bayfield’s west side and consists 
of two trail segments. This new trail provides multiple benefits. First, it would provide a trail in this area of 
Bayfield where many year-round residents live which would offer utilitarian uses as well as recreational 
opportunities. Second, it provides a connection between the Big Ravine Trail System and Brownstone Trail 
System which will create a long-distance hiking opportunity. 

Bayview Beach Town Park Trail
81120 Bayview Park Road, Washburn, WI  54891         website  
Managing Entities: Town of Bayview; WDNR

The Bayview Beach Town Park Trail is a 5-mile round-trip beach walk along the shoreline of Lake Superior 
between the Onion River and Sioux River. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems

10

Link to Index

https://www.nps.gov/apis/planyourvisit/hiking.htm
https://townofbayviewwi.gov/town-of-bayview-parks/


Beaver Hollow Outdoor Education Area Trail System
88850 Compton Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814          website  
Managing Entity: Friends of North Pikes Creek Wetlands manages this trail system.

The Beaver Hollow Outdoor Education Area offers visitors a fully-ADA compliant venue for nature-based 
educational and recreational activities. The trail at Beaver Hollow is equipped with a 0.2 miles accessible 
boardwalk that travels above an abandoned narrow-gauge railroad grade that beavers have used as a dam 
site. Benches are located every 100 feet. The trail also has three wildlife viewing platforms and an outdoor 
pavilion perfect for an outdoor lunch or large group. 

Big Bay State Park Trail System
2402 Hagen Rd, La Pointe, WI  54850          website  
Managing Entity: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

There are 11.2 miles of trails within the park including the Boardwalk Trail and Lagoon Ridge Trail which 
combined for a 4-mile loop connecting to the Big Bay Town Park with the Big Bay State Park trail system.

Big Ravine Trail System
City of Bayfield
Bayfield, WI  54814
Managing Entities: The City of Bayfield and the Town of Bayfield 

The Big Ravine Trail System is a wild and beautiful treasure of the area. The trail system includes 
approximately 5.6 miles of trails that range from relatively flat, gentle climbs to steep sections that take you 
from the tall forests of pine, maple, hemlock, and aspen to the ravine bottom where a small creek meanders 
with occasional small picturesque waterfalls and pools. The trail system includes the following trails: Gil Larsen 
Trail, Iron Bridge Trail, Bayfield School Trail, Sweeny Switchback, Hemlock Heights Trail, Pine Bluff Trail, East 
Rim Trail, West Rim Trail, Overlook Trail, Flying Squirrel Trail, Chipmunk Trail, Striped Skunk Trail, Martin Trail, 
and Bear Cub Trail.

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems
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The Big Ravine Trail System is a wild and beautiful treasure of the area.

https://www.northpikescreek.org/beaver-hollow/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/bigbay/recreation/hiking


(Big Ravine con't) Additionally, the trail system extends into Bayfield’s orchard area (locally coined the “fruit 
loop”) through a network of privately-managed trails and public trails. Trails managed by Bayfield Area Trails 
include the Big Ravine Headwaters Trail and Gracie’s Trail. Privately owned trails that are open to the public 
include the Big Ravine Headwaters to Bayfield Winery Connector Trail and Hauser’s Superior View Farm Trails. 
There is hope that eventually these trails will connect to the Fire Hill Preserve Trail System (see Section 6.3.9) 
forming a long loop trail from the City of Bayfield and back along both sides of the Big Ravine Trail.

Brownstone Trail
Managing Entities: Landmark Conservancy in partnership with the    website   
City of Bayfield, Town of Bayfield, and private landowners. 

Traveling from the City of Bayfield to Port Superior along an abandoned railroad grade that follows the 
shoreline, the Brownstone Trail is popular among Bayfield residents and visitors. Landmark Conservancy 
helped establish the trail in 1996 in cooperation with landowners who allow public access along the 
designated route. Located along Lake Superior’s shoreline, the Trail is subject to erosion from heavy rainfall 
and waves, and a portion has been closed due to active slumping. Landmark purchased an adjacent 
commercial property in order to stabilize the slope and restore the trail. Following restoration, Bayfield County 
will work in cooperation with Landmark to transform the commercial property into a welcoming natural area 
with a trailhead and exceptional views of the lake and Madeline Island. 

This project is a multi-year effort that requires significant time, resources, partner collaboration, and 
community support. Phase 1 was completed in 2023 and included identified trail design concepts with the 
help of coastal restoration experts. Additionally, the upslope property was purchased and transferred to 
Bayfield County as public ownership which provides stronger eligibility for grant funding and support for long-
term management. Under this agreement, Landmark will lead the slope and trail restoration and continue to 
hold trail easements with private landowners. 

Landmark sought competitive funding from several state and federal grant programs in 2023-24 and was not successful. 
Initial restoration design concepts prioritized placing the restored section of the trail close to the lake, which required the 
placement of very large rock at the shoreline and on the bottom third of the slope to create a stable trail base. .
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The Brownstone Trail is popular among Bayfield residents and visitors.

https://www.landmarkwi.org/brownstone-trail-updates


(Brownstone con't) Landmark Conservancy learned that funders may be more likely to support a design 
without the large rock as it is more cost effective and results in more natural habitat conditions. Based on this 
feedback, the scope and budget of the project has been adjusted, and the restored section of trail will be 
located further upslope. Landmark Conservancy continues to work with coastal restoration experts to prepare 
the design and construction documents, and to submit state and federal permit applications. 

Initial plans allowed restoration work to begin while the commercial site was still occupied by the current 
business, but the new design requires that the upslope property be vacated before work begins. Landmark 
Conservancy’s purchase agreement in 2022 allows the former landowner to lease the property back for a 
period of five years as they move their business to another site. Therefore, the plan is to begin earthwork in 
2028. Fortunately, Landmark Conservancy projects that restoration and trail work for this simpler design can 
be executed within a single season. Yet, the ability to complete the Brownstone Trail restoration project will 
depend on securing funding. Submission of grant applications is ongoing.

Frog Bay Tribal National Park
92060 Frog Bay Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814         `   website   
Management Entity: Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Frog Bay Tribal National Park is the first Tribal National Park in 
the United States. The Park is owned by the Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa and celebrates the cultural 
importance of water and the spirituality that is associated with 
Lake Superior. The rare boreal forest ecotype, coastal wetlands 
and undeveloped sand beach is an unequaled wilderness 
experience on the Bayfield Peninsula. In total, the National 
Park protects 300 acres, consisting of a large tract of at-risk 
boreal forest, over a mile of riparian corridor, nearly 120 acres 
of wetlands and freshwater estuary habitat, and almost 4,000 
feet of undeveloped Lake Superior shoreline. The Frog Bay Trail 
System comprises Ravine Trail (1 mile), Beach Trail (0.25 
miles), and Easy Trail (0.4 miles) with access to Lake Superior 
shoreline.   

Fire Hill Preserve Trail System
Fire Tower Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814           website  
Managing Entity: Bayfield County Non-Forest land

The Fire Hill Preserve is situated about one mile north of the City of Bayfield, within the Town of Bayfield. 
Covering 107 acres, the preserve is nestled among commercial orchards and private lands on the Bayfield 
Peninsula. Its diverse forest types, rolling terrain, and scenic views of Lake Superior, surrounding hillsides, and 
valleys create a unique and valuable setting for outdoor activities. The former housing development property 
was acquired with support from the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, Landmark Conservancy, and 
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund, and it is subject to certain development restrictions. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/frogbay/
https://landmarkwi.org/fire-hill-local-developer-collaborates-with-landmark-conservancy-and-bayfield-county/


(Fire Hill Preserve Trail System con't) The parcel is currently open to the public and a series of informal paths 
and old access roads are used for hiking, walking, and snowshoeing. However, Bayfield County is interested in 
formalizing these trails and in 2025 distributed a Request for Proposals to hire a qualified firm to develop a 
conceptual site plan that balances environmental sensitivity with improved public access and low-impact 
recreational amenities. The goal is to develop a practical, phased strategy to guide future investments and 
strengthen applications for grant funding, all while preserving the preserve’s natural character and ecological 
integrity. Eventually, there is interest that the Big Ravine Trail System will connect to the Fire Hill Preserve 
creating a continuous hiking loop from the City of Bayfield and back. Likewise, there is also interest for these 
trail systems to someday also connect to the Beaver Hollow Trail System and Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System.

Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System
Star Route Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814       website    
Management Entity Bayfield County: The donated property is Non-County 
Forest Land, 
with County Forest Land adjacent to it. 

The Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System consists of 8 miles of trails on Non-County 
forest land for hiking, snowshoeing, and both groomed and ungroomed 
cross-country ski trails. These trails traverse the land Jerry Jolly donated 
and other land that the family still owns south of Pikes Creek. 
Additionally, the trails meander over 1,000 of Bayfield County Forest 

land, connecting with Wisconsin’s Nourse Sugarbush State Natural Area, the Mt. Ashwabay Recreational Area, 
and the Pikes Creek Trail System.

Little Sand Bay Recreation Area Trail System
32665 Little Sand Bay Road, Bayfield, WI  54814          website   
Managing Entities: The Town of Russell and Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. 
The Town of Russell owns and operates Little Sand Bay Recreation Area.

The shoreline of Little Sand Bay and coastal waters in this area are designated as part of the Apostle Islands NL which 
is managed by the National Park Service (NPS). There is also some coordination with the Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa regarding land use and management due to the proximity of the Red Cliff Reservation. 

Little Sand Bay Recreation Area is located within the Town of Russell on the northern shore of the Bayfield 
Peninsula. The Recreation Area includes developments and public access, some of which are owned and 
managed by the NPS and some of which are owned and managed by the Town of Russell. The Town 
developments include a campground, boat ramp, picnic area, swimming beach, sports field, and playground. The 
lands and waters surrounding the Recreation Area are part of the Apostle Islands NL managed by the NLPS. 

The NPS developments include a visitor center and exhibits, restrooms, kayak launch area, trailer and car parking 
area, most of the breakwater and marina, employee residences, and the historic Hokenson Brothers Fishery.  In 
2023, the Apostle Islands NL completed a proposal and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for non-motorized 
trails at Little Sand Bay. From this proposal, a trail connecting Wilderness Inquiry and Little Sand Bay campground 
and visitor center was constructed. At present, this is the sole trail within Little Sand Bay.

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/329/Hiking
https://townofrussellwi.gov/little-sand-bay-recreation-area/


Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve Trail System
3060 N Shore Rd, La Pointe, WI  54850           website   
Managing Entity: Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve 

The Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve consists of two trail systems. The Capser Trail System is near La 
Pointe and consists of 3.7 miles of trails including a 1-mile ADA accessible trail. North End Trail System 
comprises roughly 22 miles of trails on the north end of Madeline Island. These trails are maintained for hiking 
in the summer and cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the winter.

Mt. Ashwabay Trail System
32525 Ski Hill Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814           website   
Managing Entities: Mt. Ashwabay Recreation Area with support from the Chequamegon Area Mountain 
Bike Association (CAMBA) and Bayfield Area Trails. Bayfield County: County Forest Land.

Mt. Ashwabay Recreation Area is managed by the Ashwabay Alliance, a 501(c)3 non-profit that operates both the 
Big Top Chautauqua music venue and Mt. Ashwabay Ski and Recreation Area. Mt. Ashwabay offers alpine skiing, 
cross-country skiing, skĳoring, snowshoeing, winter fat biking, mountain biking, and hiking opportunities. The 
majority of trails are located on County Forest land authorized under a recreation use agreement with Bayfield 
County. At present, the trails at Mt. Ashwabay include: 25 miles of groomed classic and skate skiing trails, 10 
miles of which are open for skĳoring; 6 miles of groomed winter fat bike and snowshoe trails; 17 miles of 
mountain bike trails; and 40+ miles of hiking trails (includes ski and mountain bike trails). The Mt. Ashwabay Trail 
System connects to the Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System and the Pikes Creek Trail System. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.miwp.org
https://www.mtashwabay.org


Pikes Creek Trail System 
83875 State Hwy 13, Bayfield, WI  54814
Managing Entities: WDNR lands and Bayfield County Forest Land. Trails are authorized under agreements to the 
Town of Bayfield by WDNR and maintained with support from Bayfield Area Trails. 

This trail system comprises Pikes Creek Anglers Access Trail, Pileated Woodpecker Trail, and Salmo Lakewalk
Trail. A trailhead at the Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery Visitor Center provides access to trails on the west side of 
State Hwy 13, with an additional parking area at the Salmo Lakewalk Trailhead. This trail system connects to the 
Mt. Ashwabay Trail System and Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System. 
Pikes Creek con't) The Pikes Creek and Pileated Woodpecker trails follow stretches of Pikes Creek through high-
quality boreal and mesic forests, forested seeps, and clay seepage bluffs. Rugged terrain contributes to the site's 
ecological complexity, creating a wide variety of aspects and elevations. This supports an exceptional diversity of 
conifers, including mature white pine, red pine, white cedar, white spruce, hemlock, and balsam fir, often within 
just a few acres. The site is notable for uncommon boreal breeding birds, including Cape May and Blackburnian 
warblers.  The Salmo Lakewalk Trail offers a boardwalk trail to the mouth of Pikes Creek and Lake Superior 
with views of the extensive estuary area. 
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Pikes Creek Trail system connects to the Mt. Ashwabay Trail System and Jerry Jay Jolly Trail System.

The Salmo Lakewalk Trail offers a boardwalk trail to the mouth of Pikes Creek and Lake Superior with views of the
extensive estuary area.



On-Road Bike Routes            website   
Managing Entities: North Coast Cycling Association; Bayfield County Highway Department; Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation

The rural roadways on the Bayfield Peninsula make for some superb road biking, gravel biking, and fat biking 
routes in the area. 

Red Cliff Community Trail Systems
88455 Pike Rd, Bayfield, WI  54814            website    
Managing Entity:  Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

The Clayton Creek Trail connects the Red Cliff Community Health Center with Legendary Waters Resort & Casino. 
The 1- mile trail passes through stands of mixed hardwood forests and along steep ravines with large cedar and 
hemlock. The Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa manages the creek trail within Reservation boundaries 
as well as the Frog Bay Tribal National Park.

Raspberry River Trail
Town of Russell, WI               website    
Managing Entity: This unmaintained primitive trail is on Bayfield County Forest Land. 

Currently Bayfield County currently does not maintain this trail system and instead it is maintained by a 
volunteer group called the Raspberry Blazers. The Raspberry River Trail is a primitive 5.5-mile trail through 
Bayfield County forest lands leading to the Raspberry River with trailheads at Old County Hwy K & Rowley Rd 
and on Soper Rd within the Town of Russell. In recent years heavy blow-downs, logging, and lack of 
maintenance in this area significantly disrupted the trail system. 

Sultz Swamp Special Management Area
Sultz Fire Lane, Bayfield, WI  54814            website   
Managing Entity: Bayfield County Special Management Area

The 240-acre Sultz Swamp Special Management Area (SMA) is located 6 miles inland from Lake Superior 
along Schultz Fire Lane. There is snowmobile trail access and primitive foot access to the area. This SMA is 
classified as a Wetland Gem by the Wisconsin Wetlands Association because of the rare acidic conifer swamp 
with black spruce and open bog habitat. Other species found in the area include tamarack, northern white 
cedar, black ash, tag alder, and sphagnum moss. There are very old, charred stumps scattered throughout, 
indicating a presence of historical patterns of fire.

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Northern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.northcoastcycling.com/
https://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/community/tourism/
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/400/Raspberry-River-WalkigTrail?bidId=
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/416/Sultz-Swamp-SMA


Big Rock County Park and Campground
78550 Big Rock Rd., Washburn, WI  54819           website    
Managing Entities: Bayfield County: Non-forest Land

Big Rock County Park and Campground is a 40-acre parcel situated on the Sioux River, just 3 miles northwest 
of Washburn, WI, off County Hwy C on Big Rock Road. The campground features 13 primitive sites suitable for 
tents or small RVs, two pit toilets, a hand pump, a modest day-use area and ~.75 miles of angler/hiking trails. 
The park is known for its natural beauty, rustic charm, & popularity during the spring steelhead runs in the 
Sioux River (a "Class A" steelhead trout stream).

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Trail Systems
Washburn Ranger District Office, 113 E Bayfield St #1132, Washburn, WI  54891  website
Managing Entity: US Forest Service - Washburn District Office; 
and US Fish and Wildlife Service - Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center Trails

The Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest spans over 1.5 million acres and is managed for forestry and timber 
production, wildlife habitat, recreation, fisheries, wilderness, and natural areas. Within the Bayfield Peninsula, 
the CNNF extends through the interior of the peninsula outside of Washburn and includes non-motorized trail 
systems within multiple recreation areas. 

Long Lake Recreation Area has a 1-mile loop trail around Long Lake with picnic areas and swimming beaches. 
Horseshoe Lake Recreation Area offers nine family camp sites with equine facilities and over 14 miles of 
equestrian trails. The Valhalla Recreation Area includes both motorized and non-motorized trail systems. The 
Valkyrie and Teuton Trails are primarily managed for cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing during the winter 
months and combined provide 21.3 miles of trails. During the rest of the year, hiking, mountain biking, 
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Trail System Lead Entity Improvements to 
Existing Trails

New Trail 
Concepts

Big Rock Park and Trail System Bayfield County No Yes

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Trail System US Forest Service No No

Houghton Falls Trail System Town of Bayview/BAT Yes Yes

Spring Creek Trail System Bayfield County Abandoned No

Washburn Lakefront Trail City of Washburn No Yes

Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail System City of Washburn Maybe Yes

D. Southern Region Trail Systems

This region encompasses the City of Washburn, Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, and 
Bayview, Washburn, and Barksdale Townships

https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/400/Raspberry-River-WalkigTrail?bidId=


horseback riding and picnicking are popular activities. An informal network of mountain biking routes are 
along existing logging roads adjacent to the Valhalla, Long Lake, and Horseshoe Lake areas, known as “The 
Grateful Dead Trails.” These have not been formally designated or maintained by the USFS.

The Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center features a 0.75-mile interpretive boardwalk trail and the 1.2-mile Aldo 
Leopold Land Stewardship Trail.   Whittlesey Creek National Wildlife Refuge is managed by The United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service. It includes abundant wildlife watching opportunities and primitive trails.

Houghton Falls Preserve Trail System
Houghton Falls Rd, Washburn, WI  54819           website    
Managing Entities: Town of Bayview; Landmark Conservancy; WDNR; support from Bayfield Area Trails.Houghton 
Falls Trail is located within the Houghton Falls State Natural Area, a 76-acre nature preserve located in the 
Town of Bayview just north of the City of Washburn. The Town of Bayview owns and manages the Preserve. 
Landmark Conservancy holds a conservation easement on the property. There is a 1.5-mile trail that runs from 
the trailhead on Houghton Falls Road to the lakeshore and the trail is one of the most popular within 

Spring Creek Trail System - Abandoned
County Hwy C, Bayfield County, WI            website   
Managing Entities: Bayfield County: Forest Land

The Spring Creek Walking Trails were historically recognized as being located directly east of County Hwy C 
with Jodi Rd to the south and Mountain Rd to the north. Trailheads are located at each of the roads as well; 
however, as of 2025, these trails are abandoned and no longer recognized by Bayfield County for public use. 

Washburn Lakefront Trail
Washburn, WI  54891             website   
Managing Entities: City of Washburn

The Washburn Lakefront Trail is approximately 1 mile in length and is located along the lakefront between the 
east end of Thompson’s West End Park and just east of the Washburn Marina. In January 2020, Washburn 
City Council designated a portion of the walking trail as a historic site. Visitors to the trail will be taken on a trip 
into Washburn's past with numerous informational signs describing the community's former waterfront 
industries and activities. 

The western portion of the trail has been made ADA accessible with the assistance of a Coastal Management 
Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Administration. The grant provided for widening of the path and the 
bridging of several ravines. Users of the eastern portion of the trail will encounter steps to traverse the 
remaining ravines and descend the lakeside bluff to the marina. A bridge along the trail was also replaced in 
2025.  Highlights of the trail include a gorge with cascading waterfalls, sandstone cliffs along Lake Superior, 
and a mature forest with hemlock, yellow birch, white cedar, white pine, and red pine. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Southern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/Spring-Creek-Walking-Trails?bidId=
https://www.cityofwashburnwi.gov/recreation/page/trails


Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail
Washburn, WI  54891             website   
Managing Entities: City of Washburn

The Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail traverses the City of Washburn and is for non- safety, including the 
recent addition of bike lanes on State Hwy 13 that were added as part of motorized use as well as ATV and 
snowmobile use. The City of Washburn maintains the trail in the summer while snowmobile clubs groom the 
trail in the winter and have added wayfinding signs. The section of trail that is accessible to walking and biking 
begins near State Hwy 13 & Summit Ave south of Thompson’s West End Park and travels approximately 2.5 
miles northeast to Memorial Park. This trail also runs adjacent to the new Bike Park planned for construction 
between S 2nd Ave W and Central Ave.The City of Washburn has been improving biking and walking the 
highway reconstruction project in 2025.

The Washburn School Forest and Environmental Education Center adjoins the Washburn City limits at the 
north end of 8th Avenue West. The property is maintained for educational, recreational, and conservation 
purposes and is heavily wooded, contains a classroom building along with hiking, snowshoeing and nordic ski 
trails. Trails are equipped with benches and educational signs, and the area includes sustainable, native 
vegetation.

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Southern Region Trail Systems
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https://www.cityofwashburnwi.gov/recreation/page/trails


Bark Bay Slough Access Trail
State Hwy 13, Herbster, WI             website   
Managing Entities: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR).

The Bark Bay Slough State Natural Area is located on the western side of the Bayfield Peninsula, south of 
Cornucopia. It was designated as a State Natural Area in 1977 and consists of a coastal barrier spit, lagoon, 
springs, and wetlands occupying an embayment between two rocky headlands along Lake Superior. The wetlands 
are extensive and include two major types: coastal fen and coastal bog. Together, the wetlands and 28-acre 
lagoon form a bay-mouth bar lake. The shallow (8-foot maximum depth), hard water lake supports mostly panfish 
and northern pike. The Bark River, and a spring complex on the eastern end of the natural area supply water to 
the lake and wetlands. Substantial numbers of migrating shorebirds make use of the property. The WDNR 
maintains a rustic access trail to the east of Bark River located off of Hwy 13 near Bell Clover Line Rd.
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Trail System Lead Entity Improvements to 
Existing Trails

New Trail 
Concepts

Bark Bay Slough Trail WI Dept. of Natural Resources No No

Cornucopia Beach Trail Town of Bell No No

Glacial Kettles Trail System (concept) Bayfield County - Yes

Herbster Beach Trail Herbster No No

Lost Creek Falls Trail System Bayfield County No Yes

Port Wing Boreal Forest SNA Beach Trail WDNR No No

Pratt's Peak Trail Bayfield County No No

Siskiwit River Preserve Trail System Bayfield County Yes Yes

Twin Falls Park Trail System Town of Port Wing No No

E. Western Region Trail Systems

 This region encompasses the communities of Cornucopia, Herbster, and Port Wing, within the 
Bell and Clover Townships.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/statenaturalareas/BarkBaySlough


Cornucopia Trails
Town of Bell, WI              website   
Managing Entity: Town of Bell

Cornucopia is located on the west side of the Bayfield Peninsula and is home to a small community of year-
round residents. In addition to the Siskiwit River Preserve Trail System and Lost Creek Trail System, 
Cornucopia also offers a mile of shoreline for walking. On the west side of the Siskiwit River, there is a 6.3 acre 
wetland with beach frontage which offers 0.3 miles of shoreline for walking. The lands surrounding the public 
beach are private lands and users must stay within the ordinary high water mark when exploring. There is also 
a public beach front on the east side of the Siskiwit River with approximately 0.5 miles of shoreline for walking.

Glacial Kettles Trail System
County Hwy C, Bayfield County, WI           website   
Managing Entity: Bayfield County: Forest Land

The Glacial Kettles area is designated as a 438-acre Special Management Area by Bayfield County. The area is 
located between North Boundary Rd and Jodi Rd north of County Hwy C in the interior of the Bayfield 
Peninsula. This area is defined by a unique concentration of glacial knobs and kettles, many of which exhibit 
150 to 200 feet of topographical relief. Currently the area consists of a number of minimally maintained hiking 
routes, most of which follow old logging roads. 

Herbster Beach Trail
87300 Bark Point Rd, Herbster           website   
Managing Entities: Town of Herbster

The Herbster Campground boasts a mile of shoreline for walking. In addition, there are picnic areas, 
restrooms, and campsites. 

Lost Creek Falls Trail System 
Trail Drive, Cornucopia     website   
Managing Entities: Bayfield County: Forest Land

Lost Creek Falls is located near Cornucopia and there is 
currently a 2-mile trail with well-maintained boardwalks 
and bridges leading through mixed Boreal forests to Lost 
Creek Falls. The waterfall features an 8-foot plunge with 
space to walk behind the falls. Further downstream there 
are additional smaller cascades. Lost Creek Trail System 
is one of the most popular trails for hiking and 
snowshoeing on the Bayfield Peninsula. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Western Region Trail Systems

22

Link to Index

The Lost Creek Falls waterfall features an 8-foot
plunge ßwith space to walk behind the falls.

https://bellwi.gov/
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10860/Kettles_SMA_v2
https://herbsterwisconsin.com
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/waterfalls


Port Wing Boreal Forest State Natural Area
Quarry Point Rd, Port Wing            website  
Managing Entities: WI Department of Natural Resources

The Port Wing Boreal Forest State Natural Area (SNA) was designated a SNA in 1979 and encompasses two 
areas of northern dry-mesic forest on sand spits inland from the present Lake Superior shoreline. There is a 
parking area with a short trail to the 20-acre beach and dune complex along the Lake Superior shoreline. 

Pratt’s Peak Trail System: on hold
Settlement Dump Rd, Cornucopia, WI            website   
Managing Entities: Bayfield County: Forest Land

Pratt’s Peak is the second highest point in Bayfield County, with an elevation of 1,427 feet and is 800+ feet 
above Lake Superior. In 2021 and 2022 the Cornucopia Trails Club proposed a trail system in this area 
consisting of hiking trail loops to the peak where one could view Eagle Island and Cloud Lake. The project 
proposed largely utilizing existing foot paths and old logging roads, but some new trails were also constructed 
as part of the project. Access to the trail would be from Settlement Dump Road. Due to local concerns, this 
project was put on hold.

Siskiwit River Preserve Trail System
88555 Siskiwit Falls Rd, Cornucopia, WI  54827
  website   
Managing Entities: Bayfield County in partnership with Landmark 
Conservancy 

The Siskiwit River Preserve is a 102-area nature preserve with 
mature forests, cascading waterfalls, and includes a mile of 
hiking trails that are popular for both locals and tourists.

Twin Falls Park
Twin Falls Rd, Port Wing
  website     
Managing Entity: Town of Port Wing

Twin Falls Park is located in Port Wing directly off of State Hwy 13. The park features walking trails along 
Larson Creek including an observation deck overlooking the upper and lower falls and into the cavern below, 
as well as a picnic area and a primitive toilet. Twin Falls features similar geological formation as Lost Creek 
Falls, yet Twin Falls is a short easy hike from the parking lot. 

Overview of Trail Systems in 3 Geographic Regions: Western Region Trail Systems

23

Link to Index

The Siskiwit River cuts through the Superior
Coastal Plain over a bedrock foundation of Late
Precambrian Orienta Brownstone.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/statenaturalareas/PortWingBorealForest
https://www.bayfieldareatrails.com/news/new-pratts-peak-project
https://landmarkwi.org/siskiwit-river-preserve/
https://portwing.gov/parks-recreation/twin-falls-park/
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Chapter 2
Improving Existing Trails: Recommendations for the Next Decade

This section focuses on recommendations for major improvements or upgrades to existing 
trails. Implementing these recommendations will require substantial planning and additional 
funding. Implementation steps are reflected in the implementation table. More detailed 
information for the following can be found in the Appendix

◊ Minor Improvements and Maintenance Needs
◊ Detailed Existing Trail Systems Descriptions 

A. Identifying Trail Improvement Needs

Bayfield Area Trails volunteers evaluated existing trails by applying a custom-designed field 
inventory form using the Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) Survey 123 
application that also enabled georeferenced maps and photo points to document trail 
conditions. This data collection focused on identifying issues beyond maintenance, 
opportunities for trail improvements, and potential for accessibility. The findings are 
summarized in trail information tables in the Appendix. Additionally, the complete data is 
currently housed in the Survey123 database in the Bayfield Area Trails online account. 

Stakeholder Input: Input about existing trails from 25 stakeholder sessions and online input 
was also factored into the recommendations. 



Apostle Islands National Lakeshore Trail System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades

In 2026, a partnership between The Friends of the Apostle Islands and the Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore initiated construction of a handicap accessible trail from the Meyers Beach parking lot to 
the beach

 Implementation Status: in process

Big Ravine System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades 

Lower Gil Larsen: Washington Ave to Sweeny Switchback - Boardwalks/bridges have reached their 
lifespan. Need to be removed/replaced or located on grade. Consider bridges at stream crossings. 
Implementation Status: A contract was issued in 2025 for conceptual designs and recommendations 
for refurbishing or reconstructing trail infrastructure along with the stormwater infrastructure. This will 
be used to pursue funds for new trail infrastructure.

School Trail: Runoff from the roof downspouts continues to erode a gully down the slope and onto 
the trail where the backslope and rock armoring require ongoing attention. This is also a less 
significant issue below another downspout, immediately adjacent. This continues despite past efforts 
to slow runoff with rock basins. Need to redirect roof runoff. Consult with professionals. A possible 
solution could be to add a flexible culvert on to both outlet pipes & extend them to the drainage at the 
bottom of the slope. Armoring would be needed at the bottom. Implementation Status: Not Started

Big Ravine East Rim: South End of Finn Loop to Meyers-Olson Rd.: Maintain drainage features; 
periodically replenish gravel. Continue to use movable boardwalks during the short mud season. To 
make it more accessible, change the entrance chain to a gate. This would also benefit the snowmobile 
access in winter. Implementation Status: Replacing the gate is being considered in the context of the 
dual use snowmobile and foot trails along the East Rim.

Headwaters: Winery/Orchards - Add boardwalk across low wet sections. Although this is currently 
inundated by water due to beaver activity significantly expanding the ponds

Consider upgrading to a higher standard

Lower Gil Larsen: Washington Ave to Sweeny Switchback: see above

Upper Gil Larsen: Sweeny Intersection to End of Trail

West Rim: School to Striped Skunk

Headwaters: Pond Overlook Trail

Consider upgrading the following trails to be accessible

Upper East Rim Trail: Meyers-Olson Rd to S End of Finn Loop

 Big Ravine Headwaters’ Pond Overlook Trail
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Improving Existing Trails: Recommendations for the Next Decade: Northern Region Systems

Brownstone Trail System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades

Consider upgrading to a higher standard: Yes

Consider upgrading and/or maintaining all trails within this trail system to “USFS
Classification 3 - Developed” or higher.  

Consider upgrading the following trails to be ADA accessible: Bayfield Trailhead to Maki Property Foot 
Trail Detour segment.

 Implementation Status:: Not Started

Frog Bay Tribal National Park System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades

A trail plan was developed by the NPS-RTCA program for the Red Cliff Treaty Natural Resources 
Department. This is planned for implementation starting in 2026 with funding from the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative.

 Implementation Status:: Not Started

Jerry Jolly Trail System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades

Slopes on the descending and ascending trails are excessively steep, causing unstable trail tread and 
erosion on or adjacent to the trail. It should at least have drainage ditches added to the steep sections 
to divert water off of the tread and minimize erosion. Ultimately, rerouting may be appropriate. 

The bridge closest to the parking lot at Star Route Rd. needs repair. Gravel on slopes needs raking and 
tamping. 

There is a stretch of trail where the adjacent creek has eroded part of the trail and the trail has 
become narrow - it is possible the trail will be cut off if the creek moves further. The trail itself is sandy 
here and unstable, and with continued use the trail will gradually erode into the creek. Bayfield County 
intends to stabilize and restore this creek bank and rehabilitate the trail to ensure sustainability. 

Estimated Cost for trail rehabilitation and creek stabilization: $124,000.

 Implementation Status:: Not Started
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Improving Existing Trails: Recommendations for the Next Decade

Mt. Ashwabay Trail System
 Major Improvements or Upgrades

Replace bridge across tributary along the Jolly Long Loop - This bridge is substantially deteriorated and 
is difficult to cross with newer large grooming equipment. 

Implementation Status: Ashwabay Alliance would lead this effort, with assistance from Bayfield Area 
Trails  for obtaining grant funds in 2027. DNR permitting would need to occur in 2026 - 2027, prior to 
implementation.

Pikes Creek Trail System
  Major Improvements or Upgrades

Salmo Lakewalk Trail: The boardwalks need to be fixed; planking should be upgraded to elevated 
boardwalk. Add a new sign at the trailhead kiosk that includes a map and trail description, including 
that it is accessible. 

Consider upgrading to a higher standard and upgrading the following trails to be ADA accessible.

Implementation Status: This is being upgraded in 2026 to allow for accessibility all of the way to the 
length via elevated boardwalk and a viewing platform at the lake's edge. Add another trailhead sign 
that includes a map and description of the trail.

Houghton Falls Preserve

  Major Improvements or Upgrades

Consider upgrading to a higher standard: Consider upgrading and/or maintaining all trails within this 
trail system to “USFS Classification 3 - Developed” or higher. 

  Implementation Status:: Not Started

Washburn Multi-Use Trail
  Major Improvements or Upgrades

Consider upgrading the following trails to be ADA accessible: Consider upgrades to the Washburn 
Multi-Use Recreational Trail to make it ADA accessible.

  Implementation Status:: Not Started
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Lost Creek Falls
  Major Improvement or Upgrades
See Lost Creek Falls new trail proposal in Chapter 4

Consider upgrading to a higher standard: Consider upgrading and/or maintaining all trails within this 
trail system to “USFS Classification 3 - Developed” or higher. 

Snowmobile Trail #1 to Falls - Damage to a steep hillside from a “shortcut” trail requires intervention.

Implementation Status:: Not Started

Siskiwit River Preserve
  Major Improvement or Upgrades

East River / Falls Trail - Slope at one point (the north descent/ascent) is very steep due to the 
topography with the Siskiwit River being at the bottom of a steep ravine. A greater back and forth 
traversing of the ravine’s side would make for reduced trail grade. At the south end of the trail along 
the river there is an undeveloped out-and-back trail spur with many roots and rocks and no gravel 
tread. This goes down by the kettle pool but then there is no easy access to the pool. Beyond the pool 
the trail withers out. 

Consider upgrading to a higher standard: Consider upgrading and/or maintaining all trails within this 
trail system to “USFS Classification 3 - Developed” or higher. 

Consider upgrading the following trails to be ADA accessible: Meadow / Orchard Trails; West Trails.

Meadow/Orchard Loop: Wind breaks in the meadow area may be helpful to prevent cross country ski 
groomed trails from being wind swept. Other hiking upgrades might mostly relate to smoothing the trail 
out and making it dryer over more seasons. Possibly extending the path further into the Orchard.  
Benches along the trail may be a consideration. Picnic tables near the parking lot may be a 
consideration.  The current trail has an irregular tread and there are several swales, which are 
problematic. 

Consider upgrading to be ADA accessible: The trail may be traversable with an “all-terrain” type 
wheelchair at this time? The trail could be made universally accessible as it is relatively flat, but there 
are other trails with points of greater interest which would likely have higher priority. 

Implementation Status:: Not Started
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Chapter 3

New Trail Propsales
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Proposed Trail Region Trail System Grouping Length (mi) Lead Entity

Bayfield Hill Bike Loop Northern On-Road Bike Route 5.6 NCCA

Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Loop Northern On-Road Bike Route 29.7 NCCA

Big Ravine - East Rim Ravine Edge Loop Northern Big Ravine Trail System 0.2 City of Bayfield

Big Ravine - Gil Larsen Extension Northern Big Ravine Trail System 0.4 City of Bayfield

Big Ravine - Sweeny Loop Northern Big Ravine Trail System 0.7 City of Bayfield

Fire Hill Preserve Trail System Northern
Fire Hill Preserve Trail 
System

2.0 Bayfield County

Highway 13 Safety Improvements: Port 
Superior Rd to Ski Hill Road 

Northern Brownstone Trail System 0.4 WisDOT - BAT

Pikes Bay Connector Trail Northern Brownstone Trail System 0.5 Landmark

Red Cliff to Bayfield Multi-Use Trail Northern
Red Cliff Multi-Use 
Recreational Trail

3.6 Red Cliff Tribe

Aurora Housing to Memorial Park 
Connector Trail

Southern
Washburn Multi-Use 
Recreational Trail

0.6 City of Washburn

Big Rock County Park and Campground Southern
Big Rock County Park and 
Campground

0.75 - 1.0 Bayfield County

Thompson’s West End Park Loop Southern Washburn Lakefront Trail 1.2 City of Washburn

Lost Creek Falls Trailhead and Trail 
Additions

Western Lost Creek Trail System 6.3 Bayfield County

Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia 
Connector 

Western
Siskiwit River Preserve 
Trail System

0.1 Bayfield County

101 trail segment ideas were identified through 25 stakeholder meetings. These were consolidated, 
ranked, and analyzed, ultimately resulting in 27 new trail proposals for the next ten years. For 
details about the planning process, see Appendix 4. 

A: Category 1 Proposals
Category 1 proposals are those deemed feasible and recommended for implementation within the 
next 5 years. This section includes a table and map reflecting the 14 proposals, followed by 
detailed descriptions and maps for each proposal by each region. 



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Bike Route Concepts
Create two new on-road bike routes in the northern part of the Bayfield Peninsula. The Bayfield Hill Bike 
Route would create a loop approximately 5 miles in length while the Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Loop
would establish a route approximately 30 miles in length. Both routes will utilize paved roads in Bayfield 
County and would be used for recreation and transportation by road cyclists and other bike riders. 

Highlights: The terrain for both of these routes includes areas with steep ascents and descents mixed with 
areas of rolling hills and relevantly flat stretches with pleasant views of orchards and forested lands. Little 
Sand Bay has Lake Superior beach access. 

Ecological Habitat: Farmland and mixed hardwood forests.
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Bayfield Bike Routes

Lead Entity for Project North Coast Cycling Association

Local Jurisdiction
City of Bayfield, Town of Bayfield, Red Cliff Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa, Town of Russel

Project Length
~5 miles - Bayfield Hill Bike Route
~30 miles - Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Route

Proposed Trail Uses On-road biking

Proposed USFS Classification Not Applicable

Connections to Other Trails Yes, would connect to other on-road bike routes

Private Land Ownership None; Uses public road right-of-ways

Category
Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 
5 years

Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1: Bayfield Area Bike Routes

Proposed Trail Concept Detail

Bayfield Hill Bike Route: A short loop approximately 5 miles in length from the City of Bayfield up into the 
orchards and back into town. The route could begin at Howl Adventure Center and travel along South County 
Hwy J to County Hwy J/Valley Road where it would proceed north then east. When County J turns north, the 
route will return to Bayfield on County Hwy I/South Cemetery Rd/Washington Ave. Finally, the route could 
utilize S 9th Street to Hwy 13, back to the start. 

Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Loop: A long loop approximately 30 miles in length from Bayfield to 
Little Sand Bay, through Red Cliff, and back to Bayfield. Starting and ending from Howl Adventure Center, the 
route could travel north through the orchards of Bayfield and cross Hwy 13 when it would continue north to 
Little Sand Bay in the Town of Russell. From here the route could travel on Blueberry Rd through the Red Cliff 
Reservation to Hwy 13 where it could continue south to Bayfield returning to the start. 

Alternate Routes
From Little Sand Bay the route could utilize Hwy K to Hwy 13 if the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
preferred the route to avoid passing through the Reservation along Blueberry Road. 

Opportunities & Challenges
Route: Both routes utilize public road right-of-ways and rely upon the Wisconsin state law which authorizes 
bike riders to utilize public roads and requires motor vehicle drivers to give at least 3’ of clearance to bike 
riders when passing. 

Implementation Steps
◊ Develop and implement a sign plan to install bike route directional signage and “Share the Road” 

signs and symbols. 
◊ Increase the shoulder width when roads are reconstructed, when possible. 
◊ Consult with Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior to finalize the route for the Bayfield to Little Sand Bay 

Bike Loop, specifically the stretch where the route could travel through the Reservation on Blueberry 
Road.

Estimated Implementation Costs:
◊ Produce and Install signage: $10,000
◊ Increase shoulder width: incorporate into new road projects when opportunities arise.
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept: This project consists of four new Category 1 and Category 2 trail segments within Bayfield’s Big 
Ravine Trail System: Sweeny Loop, East Rim Ravine Edge Loop, Gil Larsen Extension, and East Rim Bench 
Loop segments. The Big Ravine Trail System is a very popular trail system within the region, providing 
beautiful forested trails accessible from the heart of Bayfield. If added, these new trail segments would create 
multiple new loops with connections to the East Rim Trail and Gil Larsen Trail. Other trails from the bottom of 
the ravine to the East and West Rims were analyzed for feasibility. The connection to the East Rim was 
deferred to Category 3 for consideration in 10-20 yrs. The connection to the West Rim was eliminated due to 
the excessively wet and steep slope. 

Highlights: Seasonal waterfalls and impressive views from the ravine rim. Creates multiple new loops within 
the Big Ravine Trail System.

Ecological Habitat:  Mature forests of mixed hardwoods with large white pine, red pine, and hemlocks. 
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Big Ravine Trail System Expansion

Lead Entity for Project City of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction City of Bayfield

Project Length 2.1 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Expands Big Ravine Trail system

Private Land Ownership Private Land Ownership

Category

Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 
5 years - Sweeny Loop Segment; East Rim Ravine 
Edge Loop Segment; Gil Larson Extension Segment

Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years - East Rim Bench Loop Segment



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1: Big Ravine Trail System Expansion 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1: Big Ravine Trail System Expansion 

Proposed Trail Concepts Details

Sweeny Loop Segment (Cat 1)
This would create a new 0.7-mile forested trail connecting to the Big Ravine Trail System. From the east, the 
trail would begin at the water tower at the south access of the Flying Squirrel Trail and follow the Sweeny Road 
right-of-way to 10th street and onward to Hilltop Road. This section is already used as a social path and would 
primarily require clearing fallen trees, brushing and shovel work to establish drainage away from a few low 
areas. After creating the drainage, it could be necessary to add short boardwalks. From Hilltop Road, a new 
trail would be cleared and established to follow along the 13th Street right-of-way which is lightly wooded and 
easily traversed. As the trail approaches the top of the hill, it will be intentionally placed away from the City 
Storage area for both aesthetic and safety reasons. The Sweeny Loop segment would end at the Hilltop 
Trailhead.

East Rim Ravine Edge Loop Segment (Cat 1)
This segment would create 0.2 miles of new trail along the edge of the ravine between the small drainage 
crossing on the East Rim Trail (where two boardwalk sections have been developed) and the City of Bayfield 
northern boundary. This would create a loop along the rim as well as an option to avoid wet spots that occur 
on the main East Rim Trail during the springtime. This segment would provide nice views into the ravine from 
the edge and especially great views in the winter when leaves are off the trees – one can see the lake. This 
would also provide a foot trail that would separate foot travel and snowmobiles in the winter.   

Gil Larsen Extension Segment (Cat 1)
This segment would extend the current Gil Larsen Trail up the bottom of the ravine approximately 0.4 miles. 
There is interesting topography at the bottom of the steep ravine with an intermittent stream and some 
impressive white pines along the way. This segment especially gives the feeling of remoteness and being 
immersed in nature.

East Rim Bench Loop Segment (Cat 2)
This segment would create an estimated 0.6 mile loop on a bench off the East Rim Trail located between the 
City of Bayfield’s northern boundary and a spot uphill from the Pine Bluff Trail intersection. There are a few 
impressive white pines and hemlocks at the northern end.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The Sweeny Loop segment is proposed within right-of-ways owned by the City of Bayfield. In 2025 the City of 
Bayfield Parks & Recreation Committee and Bayfield City Council gave preliminary approval for this new trail 
segment. Consultation with private landowners has already been completed for the Sweeny Loop and there 
are no substantial conflicts. The other proposed trail segments are within public lands owned by the City of 
Bayfield and Town of Bayfield. 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1: Big Ravine Trail System Expansion 

Route

Overall these trails require minimal work to build and establish. Most of the Sweeny Loop uses previously-
cleared right-of-ways that are already used as social paths: this would require clearing fallen trees, brushing, 
tree trimming, and improvements to drainage. The link between the Hilltop Road and the top of the hill would 
require clearing of a foot path corridor and establishing a solid trail tread. The Gil Larsen Extension segment 
would just require clearing vegetation for ease of travel. The East Rim Ravine Edge Loop Segment is already 
flagged, deemed feasible, and would be easy to build while providing another loop in the trail system.

Water Crossings

There are no known wetlands and only minor water crossings along the proposed trail segments. Along the 
Sweeny Loop segment seeps along the hillside near the cemetery storage building may require a boardwalk. 
On the east rim side there may be a few locations that could become wet during the springtime due to 
snowmelt and clay soils that impeded water infiltration. The Gil Larsen Extension segment travels along the 
floodplain in the bottom of the Big Ravine. This would make it vulnerable to wash outs in high water events 
and may necessitate ongoing maintenance and reconstruction. The East Rim Ravine Edge Loop Segment has 
possible wet areas at the southern end which could require boardwalk or elevating tread.

Potential Implementation Steps
Sweeny Loop: develop project plan and obtain final approval with the goal of establishing the trail in 2026. 

East Rim Ravine Edge Loop. Develop project plan and obtain final approval with the goal of establishing the 
trail in 2026.

Gil Larsen Extension (Cat 1): scout and flag route; develop trail design, including creek crossings; obtain City 
approval; construct trail with volunteers; install signage. Target construction in 2027. 

Big Ravine Bench Loop (Cat 2): scout and flag route; develop trail design, including creek crossings; obtain 
City approval; construct trail with volunteers; install signage.

Estimated Implementation Costs
These projects will be designed and constructed by experienced Bayfield Area Trails volunteers.

Sweeny Loop: boardwalk materials and signage: $1,500

Ravine Edge Loop: no cost

Gil Larsen Extension: no cost expected

Big Ravine Bench Loop: signage: $200  

37

Link to Index



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1: Big Ravine Trail System Expansion 

Trail Concept
The Fire Hill Preserve was acquired by Bayfield County in 2017 and is a 107-acre parcel located at the end of 
Fire Tower Road in the orchard area north of the City of Bayfield. The preserve is currently open for public use 
and has a number of informal trails used for hiking throughout the property. The intent of this project is to 
establish a trail system within the preserve for hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiers, birders, and outdoor 
enthusiasts. 

Highlights: Beautiful, forested trails with rolling hills and steep inclines throughout most of the property.

Ecological Habitat: Northern hardwood forest with birch, sugar maples, and hemlock.
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Fire Hill Preserve Trail System

Lead Entity for Project
Town of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area 
Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayfield

Project Length 0.25 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Potential for future connection to Gracie's Trail and 
Fire Hill Preserve Trail System

Private Land Ownership Yes, two private land owners

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; 
Implement in 5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept Detail

In September 2025 Bayfield County hired a landscape architecture firm to help plan and implement trail 
development within the preserve and help to balance environmental sensitivity with improved public access 
and low-impact recreational amenities. As such, it is likely that the plan will utilize the series of paved and 
unpaved access roads that already exist in order to minimize impacts to the site. Likewise, the goal of the 
project is to create multiple trail loops of varying lengths throughout the property which highlight different 
features of interest such as forest stands, topography, and viewscapes. 

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The parcel is owned by Bayfield County and managed as a forest preserve. Access to the property uses a road 
easement across private properties, thereby necessitating cooperation with those landowners.

Connectivity

While this project does not provide any connection to other trail systems, there is the potential for the future 
that connections could be made between the Fire Hill Preserve Trail System and the Big Ravine Trail System
by connecting to Gracie’s Trail (approximately 0.8 miles to the north) and the West Rim Trail Connector Trail
(approximately 1 mile to the south), a long-distance loop could be created. Additionally, there is interest from 
private landowners along Valley Road to create a trail connection between the Fire Hill Preserve and Valley 
Rd., and possibly to the Sultz Swamp area.

Terrain

The site has rolling hills and steep inclines throughout most of the property. The design of the trail system 
should incorporate considerations to minimize erosion.

Amenities

In addition to the trail system, a vaulted toilet and small parking lot will be incorporated into the design. This 
will likely only be maintained for three-season use by Bayfield County with minimal or no plowing in the winter. 

Potential Implementation Steps
Review and finalize plans developed by landscape architecture firm in 2026. 

◊ Coordinate closely with the adjacent landowners in the planning process to facilitate land use 
compatibility and seek public input in the planning process. 

◊ Pursue funds for plan implementation.
◊ Initiate plan implementation in 2027.

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Phase 1 (parking area, restroom, trails): Total estimated cost: $191,850 for parking areas, 9,390 

linear feet of trail, gate, restroom, and other miscellaneous. Funded by grants with some County 
match of funds and in-kind support.

◊ Phase 2 (possible camping, yurts, additional trails): TBD
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Project Concept
This project would create a safer connection along State Hwy 13 between Ski Hill Rd and Port Superior Rd. 
This would improve the safety of bike riders accessing the CAMBA mountain bike trails located at the Mt. 
Ashwabay Recreation Area from Bayfield and also improve safety for pedestrians. The focus of the project 
would be to address the bridge over Pikes Creek which is narrow, has virtually no shoulder, and is close to a 
curve with limited sight lines. Already consultation with the Bayfield County Highway Department and WisDOT 
have occurred for this component of the project, and the replacement of the Pikes Creek Bridge is scheduled 
for 2031. This project also proposes to increase the shoulder width on both sides of the State Hwy 13 and 
adding crossing facilities and signage at key crossings along the highway.

Highlights: Improves safety of the existing route for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Ecological Habitat: Primarily floodplain, wetland, and forested wetland. 
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Highway 13 Port Superior to Ski Hill Rd Safety Improvement Project

Lead Entity for Project WI Department of Transportation

Local Jurisdiction Bayfield County; WisDOT; Town of Bayfield

Project Length 0.8 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Not Applicable

Connections to Other Trails Yes, Connects Mt. Ashwabay Trail system via Ski Hill Rd. to 
the Brownstone Trail

Private Land Ownership No, all within WisDOT right-of-way

Category Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 5 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Project Concept Detail

This project would consist of improving bicycle and pedestrian safety along Highway 13 between Ski Hill Rd 
and Port Superior Rd. This project would increase the shoulder width on both sides of the road to facilitate 
safer routes for bicyclists and pedestrians, replacing the bridge over Hwy 13 with one that includes shoulders 
for bicycle/pedestrian use, and adding facilities/signage at Hwy 13 crossings. Already consultation with the 
Bayfield County Highway Department and WisDOT have occurred and the project, including the replacement 
of the Pikes Creek Bridge, is scheduled for 2031. 

Alternate Routes: 
◊ Chequamegon Bay Rd to Ski Hill Rd - The project could be expanded in length to connect from 

Chequamegon Rd to Ski Hill Rd, making it 1.2 miles in length. 
◊ County Hwy J to Ski Hill Rd - The project could be expanded in length to connect from County Hwy J to 

Ski Hill Rd, making the project 2 miles in length.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: Right-of-way along Hwy 13 and the bridge over Pikes Creek is owned by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation. Land adjacent to the Hwy 13 right-of-way is owned by four private landowners 
and also the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Connectivity: The project improves the connection between Bayfield and the Chequamegon Area Mountain 
Bike Association (CAMBA) trails at Mt. Ashwabay.

Road Crossings: There are multiple locations where the route would cross State Hwy 13 which should be 
incorporated into the site design. One crossing is between the Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery and Salmo 
Lakewalk Trail parking lot and another is at the intersection of Ski Hill Road. Additional improvements to 
crossings could also be at Old San Rd, Chequamegon Rd and Port Superior Rd. 

Potential Implementation Steps
Target Implementation Year is 2031: Maintain communication with WisDOT and Bayfield County Highway 
Commissioner to monitor and encourage progress on this project. 

Possibly pursue TAP grant for pedestrian & bike additions to the bridge when it is replaced, since standard 
bridge replacement funds may not fund these additional needs.

While awaiting bridge & road improvements, work with WISDOT to install signs to warn drivers about 
pedestrians on the bridge.

Work with WisDOT to implement crossing signage/crosswalk at Hwy 13 intersections prior to bridge
replacement project.

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Design Costs: to be borne by WisDOT
◊ Construction Costs: TBD by WisDOT. 
◊ In 2029, initiate pursuit of TAP funds for pedestrian and bike additions.
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept
The Pikes Bay Connector Trail would create a connection between the Brownstone Trail and Salmo Lakewalk 
Trail. By connecting to the Salmo Lakewalk Trail, users would also be able to continue to the Bayfield Fish 
Hatchery, Pileated Woodpecker Trail, and to the Mt. Ashwabay trail system. Likewise, by connecting to the 
Brownstone Trail, users would be able to access downtown as well as trailheads for the Lakefront Trail and Big 
Ravine Trail System. 

Highlights: Views of lake; wetlands between Port Superior and the Salmo Lakewalk Trail provide excellent 
birding opportunities; artesian well nearby.

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwoods and wetland habitats.
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Pikes Bay Connector Trail 

Lead Entity for Project Landmark Conservancy with support from Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayfield; WDNR

Project Length 0.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, creates connection between Brownstone Trail and Salmo 
Lakewalk Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes, four private land owners

Category Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 5 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Proposed Trail Concept Detail

A linear route connecting the SW end of the Brownstone Trail to the NE portion of the Salmo Lakewalk Trail. The 
connector trail would begin along Chequamegon Bay Rd, following this road across the Waterford Condo 
Association property to the west end, where the trail would follow an existing path to a Pike Bay Marina access 
road. From here the trail would travel adjacent to the marina storage garage on a flat area currently used for dog 
walking and boat storage. Past the storage garage, the trail would return to the shoulder of the access road past 
the Port Superior Village Association garages, then turn north into the woods NW of an existing phone pedestal 
box. Utilizing a portion of a phone utility easement, the trail would connect to the old railroad grade. It would 
follow the grade across Port Superior Rd and connect to the Salmo Lakewalk Trail at the northern end of the 
bridge across Birch Creek. The section of trail between Port Superior Rd and the Salmo Trail is on WDNR land; as 
such, bikes would be restricted on this section and signage posted with this restriction. Bikes would be allowed 
on other sections of the connector trail.

Alternative Routes:
◊ Instead of following the trail following the flat area adjacent to the garage building, the trail could stay 

on the Port Superior Rd. 
◊ Instead of turning northwest into the woods past the existing phone pedestal box, the trail could 

continue Port Superior Rd to the old railroad grade. 

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: There are four parcels of private land that this new trail section would cross: Waterford 
Condos, Pikes Bay Marina, Port Superior Marina, Port Superior Village Association. The Condos have agreed 
to sign a three-year trail easement agreement; The marinas have both indicated they are open to considering 
the proposed trail. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources manages the land associated with the 
railroad grade between the Port Superior access road and the Salmo Lakewalk Trail. 

Terrain: Most of the proposed trail is on mostly flat terrain on paved roads. The segment proposed along a flat 
bench below the Pikes Bay Marina boat maintenance garage is mostly flat, but the western end would cross a 
small drainage that would likely need a foot bridge of some sort.

Road Crossings: Much of the new trail segment travels along Port Superior Rd which will require signage to 
alert vehicle drivers. Likewise, signage will be needed where the trail crosses from the woods to the old 
railroad corridor. 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Continue to pursue and finalize easement agreements with Waterford Condo Association, Pikes Bay 

Marina, Port Superior Marina, and Port Superior Villages Association.
◊ Pursue adding the segment across DNR property to the existing agreement for the Salmo Lakewalk 

Trail.
◊ Develop a specific project plan that defines the exact route, identifies needed resources such as 

signage, and construction procedures.

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Compensate Landmark Conservancy for facilitating and holding 4 easements @ $1,000 each: 

$4,000
◊ Construction materials: $1,100 total
◊ Pikes Bay and Port Superior Trail: footbridge: $300
◊ DNR segment: boardwalk: $800
◊ Signage: $500
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept
This multi-use trail will provide a route for non-motorized travel between the Red Cliff Reservation and the 
Bayfield School within the City of Bayfield and will be ADA compliant and include facilities such as lighting, 
improved road crossings, and signage. The Red Cliff Tribe of Lake Superior Chippewa hired SEH Consultants 
with Wisconsin Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funds to conduct a feasibility analysis of this trail 
concept which was completed in 2025. 

Highlights: Connection between Red Cliff and Bayfield communities, including the creation of a safe walking 
and biking route to Bayfield School from Red Cliff.

Ecological Habitat: Multi-use trail will travel adjacent to roadways with occasional views of Lake Superior.
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Lead Entity for Project
WI Department of Transportation in partnership with the Red 
Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa and with support from 
Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayfield; City of Bayfield

Project Length 3 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 5 - Fully Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, the trail will intersect with the Big Ravine Trail System

Private Land Ownership No

Category Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 5 years

Red Cliff Multi-Use Recreational Trail Red Cliff to Bayfield Segment



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept Detail

This project would include three segments, with the Red Cliff to Bayfield segment rating as the top priority and 
consequently first phase. This first phase of the project will focus on creating a trail from Red Cliff to the Bayfield School 
within the City of Bayfield. The feasibility analysis includes engineering design concepts and cost estimates for 
construction, which was estimated be roughly $1.5M for the first phase of the project. Future phases of the project may 
include expanding the trail to other parts of the Red Cliff Reservation to serve more of the community while this first 
phase focuses on the connection between Red Cliff and the Bayfield School where youth from Red Cliff attend school.

Red Cliff Segment: The Multi-Use Trail will begin at the Legendary Waters Casino where it will cross State Hwy 13 at 
the crosswalk and continue south on the existing multi-use trail that cuts south through a wooded area west of Hwy 
13. This trail continues along Pike Rd to the intersection of Community Rd where it continues along the west side of 
Hwy 13 through Red Cliff to Bresette Hill Rd. The trail in this area will include a crosswalk to Peterson’s Grocery on the 
east side of Hwy 13.

Highway 13 Segment: From Bresette Hill Rd to County Hwy J a new section of trail will be constructed within the right-of-way 
along the west side of Hwy 13. A crossing to Dalrymple Campground may be considered during the design of the trail.

City of Bayfield Segment: When the trail reaches Northern Limits Road, the trail will utilize the existing sidewalks 
within the City of Bayfield to reach the Bayfield School. The route would first follow Northern Limits Road to the west, 
then turn south of N 2nd St. At Rice Ave the route will turn west and cross the ravine on the Iron Bridge. Users may 
then reach Bayfield School by either N 3rd St or N 4th St.

Opportunities & Challenges
Funding: Obtaining funding to implement this project will be a challenge due to the high cost. The feasibility analysis 
conducted by SEH Consultants estimates this phase to this project could cost $1.5M (2025 dollars). 

Multi-jurisdictional Coordination for Planning and Implementation: Because this proposal crosses from Tribal lands to 
the Highway 13 right-of-way and into the City of Bayfield, it will be necessary to coordinate among the Tribe, Wisconsin 
DOT, Bayfield County, and the City of Bayfield. This will likely require an interagency agreement and complex plan.

Land Ownership: The Red Cliff Segment of the trail is on land owned by the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa, the entity leading this project. Off reservation, the trail will stay within the Hwy 13 right-of-way which is 
managed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. Likewise, within the City of Bayfield the trail will utilize 
existing public sidewalks. Along the route there are many private landowners with adjacent land who should be 
consulted about this project.

Connectivity: This trail will connect with the Big Ravine Trail System and may also connect to the Lakeshore Trail via a 
new trail segment to Dalrymple Campground. 

Road Crossings: Crossing facilities should be added at key crossings along the route.

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Continue supporting the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa and WisDOT with planning and 

implementation.
◊ Convene the necessary partners to define roles, develop a funding strategy, and outline 

implementation plans. 
◊ Pursue funds for project implementation: determine who would administer these funds.

Estimated Implementation Costs
Trail Construction, possibly in phases: $1.5 million (in 2025 dollars).
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New Trail Proposals

Park and Trail Concepts
This Park already has approximately 0.75 miles of trails along the

Highlights: Expanding access to and enjoyment of the Sioux River, including fishing during the Steelhead run.

Ecological Habitat: Forested and riparian habitat. 
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Big Rock County Park and Campground Expansion

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield County – Non-forest Land

Local Jurisdiction Bayfield County

Project Length 0.75 – 1.0 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Fishing access

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Expansion of existing trails

Private Land Ownership None

Category Category 1 – Implement within 5 years

Southern Region Category 1



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Big Rock County Park and Campground Expansion

Opportunities & Challenges
Expanding Existing Opportunities: This proposal expands existing recreational opportunities at the 
campground, along the river and trails. The site is beautiful and well-suited for expansion of day use and 
camping.

Route: The route is relatively flat with gradual slopes along the river’s edge. Special care should be taken to 
ensure that sediment is not added into the river. There are no water crossings, wetlands, or steep slopes.

mplementation Steps: 
The County has applied for grants for funding to implement a plan developed under contract by SAS 
Associates. A map of the concept is included below.

Estimated Implementation Costs: 
Design: already funded 

Construction of facilities: Total estimated cost: $318,312 for campground expansion, bathroom upgrades, and 
trail improvements and additions. Primarily funded by grants by grants, with some County funding match.
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 

Trail Concept
This project consists of extending Washburn’s Lakefront Trail south from Thompson's West End Park. A new 
trail could be created along the Lake Superior shoreline and then connect to Washburn’s Multi-Use 
Recreation trail to form a loop. 

Highlights: Scenic trail along the lakefront.

Ecological Habitat: Forested to the south and west of the campground with access to Lake Superior
on the east.
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Thompson's West End Park Lakefront Trail Loop

Lead Entity for Project
City of Washburn with support from Bayfield Area 
Trails

Local Jurisdiction City of Washburn

Project Length 1.2 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Yes, connects to Lakefront Trail and Washburn Multi-
Use Recreation Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes

Category
Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 
5 years



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Thompson's West End Park Lakefront Trail Loop
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Thompson's West End Park Lakefront Trail Loop

Trail Concept Detail

The project will extend Washburn’s Lakefront Trail to the south and provide a loop from Thompson’s West End 
Park using the Washburn’s Multi-Use Recreation Trail.

The first segment of the trail would connect the existing Lakefront Trail on 6th Ave W with the new trail 
section. From the 6th Ave W, the trail would continue southwest along Lake Drive to the beach area. The trail 
would then depart the roadway and continue along the shoreline on a new section of trail. The trail would 
continue to follow the shoreline past the water treatment plant to the southern border of the City of Washburn 
property then turn west, staying on the northeast side of Thompson’s Creek until intersecting with the 
Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail. 

Alternative Routes:
◊ The trail could continue from Lake Dr. to E Loop Rd to the southwest corner of the campground where 

the shoreline trail could begin.
◊ The trail could turn west away from the shoreline by following the mown path along the water 

treatment plant fence line. This option avoids a portion of wetlands and reduces costs while still 
providing an additional 0.3 miles of shoreline trail.  

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: The City of Washburn owns the land associated with this project. However, there is one 
private land owner at the very south end of the project whose property extends to the north side of 
Thompson’s Creek. 

Connectivity: The trail will connect to the Lakefront Trail and Washburn’s Multi-Use Recreation Trail.

Water Crossings: The lands south of the water treatment plant likely has wetlands present and as such, may 
require a boardwalk to stay along the shoreline.

Terrain: All terrain in this area is relatively flat. 

Road Crossings: The section of trail between the trailhead at 6th Ave W and the campground beach traverses 
Lake Drive that also serves as a boat launch and parking area. 

Potential Implementation Steps
Conduct more field work for the section of trail along the shoreline in Segment B to finalize the shoreline route 
and determine if/where boardwalks are needed.

Explore the feasibility of the new section of walking/hiking trail being constructed for ADA accessibility since 
the trailhead from 6th northward was reconstructed to be ADA accessible in recent years. 

Consider allowing bikes on this section of trail. 

Add share the trail signs along multi-use ATV/snowmobile trail. 

Coordinate with City of Washburn to garner support for the project, including support for multi-use ATV/
snowmobile trail also being used by people walking and biking.

Communicate with private land owner adjacent to project to alleviate any concerns. 

Estimated Implementation Costs: TBD 
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1

Trail Concept:
This concept would expand Washburn’s Multi-Use Recreational Trail through two new trail segments. The 
Aurora Housing to Memorial Park Trail segment would connect the Aurora housing development to Memorial 
Park, while the Memorial Park to Gary Rd. Trail segment would extend the current trail another 1.2 miles 
north to Gary Rd. 

Highlights: Access to Memorial Park and Lake Superior shoreline from residential neighborhoods and an 
expanded recreational trail through a wooded corridor. 

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwood forest surrounding railroad corridor. 
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Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail Expansion

Lead Entity for Project City of Washburn with support from Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction City of Washburn

Project Length 1.6 miles (0.6 mi Aurora segment;1 mi Gary Rd segment)

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, connects to Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes

Category

Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 5 years 
- Aurora Housing Development to Memorial Park Connector 
Segment
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement in 5 - 
10 years - Memorial Park to Gary Rd. Connector Segment



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail Expansion
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail Expansion

Trail Concept Detail

These new trail segments provide multiple benefits. First, the Aurora Housing to Memorial Park segment 
provides a trail from a high-density housing complex and residential neighborhood in the City of Washburn to 
Memorial Park and Washburn’s Multi-Use Recreational Trail. This segment of the trail will include safety 
improvements for users to cross Highway 13. The second segment would extend Washburn’s Multi-Use 
Recreational Trail from Memorial Park north to Gary Rd. Adding this segment will extend the trail system an 
additional mile, providing an excellent recreation opportunity directly within the City of Washburn and 
continuing the City of Washburn’s trend to continue expanding this trail system with the goal of ultimately 
connecting to Houghton Fall Preserve. 

Aurora Housing to Memorial Park Trail Segment

This trail segment would create trail connections from the Aurora Housing complex to the Washburn Multi-Use 
Recreational Trail and Memorial Park. The project could include the following components: 

◊ N 8th Ave E Right-of-Way Trail - A new section of trail could be added using the 8th Ave E right-of-way 
(owned by the City of Washburn) between the Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail and State Hwy 
13. 

◊ State Hwy 13 Trail - A new section of trail (or sidewalk) could be added between 8th Ave E and N 
Superior Ave. 

◊ State Hwy 13 Crossings - Crossings at N Superior Ave, 8th Ave E, and N 6th Ave E could be improved 
to facilitate safer bicycle and pedestrian crossings.

Memorial Park to Gary Rd. Trail Segment

This segment would start at the current terminus of the Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail at Superior Ave 
and would extend the trail an additional mile following the abandoned railroad right-of-way to the City of 
Washburn’s northern boundary at Gary Rd. The goal is to eventually connect this trail segment with the 
Houghton Falls Trail 

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: The trail segment from Aurora Housing to Memorial Park would utilize public right-of-ways in 
the City of Washburn. The trail segment from Superior Ave. to Gary Rd. would follow the abandoned railroad 
right-of-way through several private properties and the proposal hinges on willing landowners granting trail 
agreements.  

Connectivity: These trail segments build upon Washburn’s existing Multi-Use Recreation Trail which travels 
from the southwestern part of Washburn roughly parallel to W Holman Lakeview Drive and W Omaha Street 
through the City of Washburn to Memorial Park. Additionally, the Multi-Use Recreation Trail connects to 
Washburn’s Lakefront Trail which meanders along the lakeshore. 

Water Crossings: The trail segment from Memorial Park to Gary Rd. would use the former railroad corridor. 
This right-of-way includes railroad-era culverts over waterways that are still intact but may need improvements 
or replacing. Likewise, there are wetlands adjacent to the right-of-way.

Terrain: The trail segment from Memorial Park to Gary Rd. would use the former railroad corridor that is 
primarily intact in this segment and is used informally by some residents. The original railbed forms the base 
with a surface of crushed stone mixed with dirt over the years. Soils along the railroad corridor are generally 
clayey or bedrock and are not highly erodible. The railroad corridor itself is likely partially on fill. The surface 
appears relatively firm and stable, but it may not meet accessibility standards as is. Hardening in some spots 
may be necessary. Other elements of accessibility are met: grade, width, cross slope, etc. This could meet 
ADA standards with relatively few improvements.
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 1: Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail Expansion

Road Crossings

The trail segment from Aurora Housing to Memorial Park would include multiple minor road crossings and 
also cross State Hwy 13. This crossing would need to be engineered to accommodate vehicle traffic and allow 
for the safe crossing of trail users. The trail segment from Memorial Park to Gary Rd. would cross Superior 
Ave, but this is a minor roadway and signage may suffice to alert drivers and trail users of the crossing. 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ The ongoing dispute with landowners along the railroad grade adjacent to the Preserve has been 

resolved by a Judge.
◊ Structural condition of existing culverts on railroad grade should be assessed by an engineer during a 

trail planning & design stage of the Memorial Park to Gary Rd. trail segment.
◊ Continue discussions to determine if the trail would be suitable for biking and/or ATV use as well as 

walking/hiking. 
◊ Determine best route for Aurora Housing to Memorial Park trail segment.
◊ Coordinate with WisDOT and Bayfield County Highway Department to engineer trail crossing at State 

Hwy 13.

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Aurora Housing to Memorial Park Highway 13 crossing: TBD
◊ Design crossing: 
◊ Construct crossing: 
◊ Memorial Park to Gary Rd. 
◊ Legal assistance for establishing easements: while the goal is to have this work done by volunteers, 

there may be some costs for legal support: $3,000
◊ Compensation for easements on old RR grade: TBD
◊ Repair and improve the RR grade: $20,000
◊ Signage at access and along the RR grade: $1,000
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Trail Concept
This project would construct a new trail leading to Lost Creek Falls. Because of the popularity of Lost Creek 
Falls, this new trail would help to alleviate congestion on the current trail, while also providing a loop option. In 
addition to the new trail, this project would include a second parking area, trailhead, spur trail connecting the 
trailheads, and access route for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and maintenance of the trails. Bayfield 
County has already applied for a Wisconsin Coastal Management Program Grant and money has been 
allocated within the 2026 Bayfield County Capital Budget to fund the implementation of this project. 

Highlights: Trails traverse mature forests with large trees and the topography of the area provides an 
interesting hiking experience. The Lost Creek waterfall is stunning. 

Ecological Habitat: Mature hardwood forest.
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Lost Creek Falls Trail System Additions

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield County

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bell

Project Length 1.5 miles (plus additional EMS access trail)

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 4 - Highly Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, connects to Lost Creek Falls Trail System

Private Land Ownership No

Category
Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 
5 years

Western Region Category 1



New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 1: Lost Creek Falls Trail System Additions
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New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 1: Lost Creek Falls Trail System Additions

Trail Concept Detail

The project consists of adding a second parking area, trailhead, and hiking trail to the Lost Creek Falls Trail 
System, and adding access routes for EMS and maintenance crews. 

New Trailhead & Parking Area - A second parking area and new trailhead will be constructed at the west end 
of Trail Dr. Additionally a short trail will be built linking the two trailheads and parking lots to avoid foot traffic 
on Trail Dr. As part of the construction, an old dump site located at the end of Trail Drive will be cleaned up.

New Trail to Lost Creek Falls - Shortly after departing the new parking area, the trail will follow an old logging 
road but then will depart and a new trail will be constructed west to join the existing Lost Creek Falls Trail near 
the picnic area. From here there is shared access to the Lost Creek waterfall.

EMS/Maintenance Route from Trail Dr. (East Access) - From the existing parking lot on Trail Drive a new trail 
will be created that connects to the snowmobile trail located to the south. The route will continue to follow the 
existing snowmobile route to the picnic area near Lost Creek waterfall and will be used for EMS access and 
maintenance. 

EMS/ Maintenance Route from Klemik Rd. (West Access) - From the west, the EMS/maintenance route will 
also use the existing snowmobile trail to cross Lost Creek #2 and Lost Creek #1 to the picnic area near Lost 
Creek waterfall.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The land on which the trail would be constructed is owned by Bayfield County and Bayfield County is 
supportive of this project and would be the project lead. The Town of Bell is also supportive of this project.

Water Crossings

The proposed trail is near a floodplain adjacent to Lost Creek #1 and wet spots along the route. Boardwalks 
will likely be needed in certain sections of the new trail.

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ If funded, proceed with contracting with a professional trail builder to build the new hiking trail, 

preferably with assistance from Bayfield Area Trails volunteers. 
◊ County staff will create the EMS/maintenance access trail. 
◊ Clean up the old dump. There is a lot of broken glass and other materials that create safety 

challenges, making it undesirable for a volunteer project. 
◊ Estimated Costs
◊ Total Estimated Cost: $150,000 for 1-mile new trail; trailhead improvements; EMS access; 

snowmobile trail upgrades. Funded by grants with County matching funds.

61

Link to Index



New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 1

Trail Concept
This project would add a small segment of trail to create a trailhead connecting Cornucopia with the Siskiwit 
River Preserve trails. The Siskiwit River Preserve is a 102-area nature preserve with mature forests, 
cascading waterfalls, and includes a mile of hiking trails that are popular for both locals and tourists. This new 
trailhead will increase accessibility of the trail system from within Cornucopia. 

Highlights: Cascading waterfalls and fish at the kettle hole along the Siskiwit River.

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwood forests and small ravine.
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Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia Connector Trail

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield County

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bell

Project Length 0.1 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, connects to Siskiwit River Preserve Trail System

Private Land Ownership No

Category
Category 1 - Determined Feasible; Implement within 
5 years



New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 1 Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia Connector Trail
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New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 1 Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia Connector Trail

Trail Concept Detail

This proposed trail will connect from the corner of Elm St and Huron Ave in Cornucopia to an existing trail on 
the west side of the Siskiwit River within the Siskiwit River Preserve. The proposed trail route follows a former 
cow path for approximately 600’ before intersecting with the West River Trail.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The land on which the trail would be constructed is owned by Bayfield County and Bayfield County is 
supportive of this project and would be the project lead. There are two adjacent landowners to the project as 
well as neighbors along Elm Street that should be consulted about this proposed project.

Connectivity

The trail would create a new trailhead and access point to the Siskiwit River Preserve trail system.

Terrain

The route is relatively flat with a slight incline of 30’ within the project area. 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Consult with the Town of Bell and neighboring land owners about the project, including no parking on 

Elm St. and wayfinding signage. 
◊ Develop a specific project plan that includes specific trail route, wayfinding and no parking sign 

designs and locations.
◊ Obtain a cost estimate for the construction of the new trail. It is likely that this trail could be constructed 

by volunteers; but there may be costs for materials, including boardwalk, gravel, signage, etc. 

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Trail construction materials (gravel, boardwalk): $500
◊ Signage: $300
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Priority Proposed Trail Region Trail System Grouping Length (mi) Lead Entity

1 Ashwahalla Trail Northern
Mt. Ashwabay Trail 
System

13.6 TBD -BAT

3 Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail Northern
Brownstone Trail 
System

0.5 TBD - BAT

4
Bayfield Westside Trails - Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone 
Trail

Northern
Bayfield Westside 
Trail System

0.3
City of 
Bayfield

5 Bayfield Westside Trails- Martin Rd. to Manypenny Ave. Northern
Bayfield Westside 
Trail System

0.7
City of 
Bayfield

2 Big Ravine - East Rim Bench Loop Northern
Big Ravine Trail 
System

0.6
City of 
Bayfield

12
Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground 
Waterfront Connector Trail

Northern
Bayfield Waterfront 
Trail

0.5
City of 
Bayfield

13 West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm Connector Northern
Big Ravine Trail 
System

0.5
Town of 
Bayfield

9
Washburn Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Preserve 
Connector Trail

Southern Houghton Falls Trail 0.8 TBD - BAT

8
Washburn Recreational Trail: Memorial Park to Gary Rd. 
Connector Trail

Southern
Washburn Multi-Use 
Recreational Trail

1.2
City of 
Washburn

10 Washburn to Bayfield Unpaved Inland Bike Route Southern On-Road Bike Route 16.5 TBD -BAT

11
Washburn Washington Ave Bike & Pedestrian 
Improvements

Southern City of Washburn 1.2
City of 
Washburn

6 Birch Grove to Long Lake Trail Southern
Chequamegon 
Nicolet National 
Forest Trail System

1.4 USFS

7 Glacial Kettles Trail System Western
Glacial Kettles Trail 
System

3.6
Bayfield 
County

B. Category 2 Proposals
Category 2 proposals are recommended for additional analysis, and if deemed 
feasible, implementation in the 5 to 10-year time frame. This section includes a table 
and map reflecting 13 proposals, followed by detailed descriptions and maps for 
each proposal. 



New Trail Proposals:  Category 2
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2

Trail Concept:
This project would create a new trail connecting Mt. Ashwabay with the Valhalla Recreation Area. This trail 
would provide hiking and mountain biking in the summer and ungroomed cross-country skiing and 
snowshoeing in the winter. In the winter this connection would connect 25 miles of ski trails at Mt. Ashwabay 
with the 21 miles of ski trails at Valhalla, creating a cross-country ski trail longer than any in the Bayfield 
Peninsula. In the summer, the trail would connect the Chequamegon Area Mountain Bike Association trail 
system at Mt. Ashwabay with the multi-use trails within Valhalla Recreation Center and the Chequamegon Bay 
National Forest.  As the longest proposed linear trail route on the peninsula, it would offer a challenge for 
people looking for longer day trips or possibly overnight trips. 

Highlights: The variety of terrain and landscapes and the relative remoteness will offer wildlife and bird 
viewing opportunities, and the sounds and sights of nature would be predominant.  It would be a trail of 
discovery into an area of the county few people see. 

Ecological Habitat: The trail would span the Superior Coastal Plan ecological landscape in the east and the 
Northwest Sands ecological landscape in the southwestern and offer a variety of landscapes from hilly, 
deciduous forest to coniferous forest to pockets of shrubland and grassland.
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Ashwahalla Trail Proposal

Lead Entity for Project
Bayfield Area Trails with support from Bayfield County 
and Mt. Ashwabay

Local Jurisdiction Bayfield County; Town of Bayview; Town of Bayfield

Project Length ~13.6 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Hiking; Biking; Snowshoeing; Cross-country skiing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Yes, it will connect the Mt. Ashwabay Trail System 
with the Valhalla Recreation Area Trail System.

Private Land Ownership No

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years

Northern Region Category 2



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Ashwahalla Trail 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Ashwahalla Trail 

Trail Concept Detail: 

Three routes have been identified and considered in the initial feasibility analysis for this project, and the Pink 
Route is the preferred route at this point in the planning process. The Pink Route provides the longest trail 
and utilizes all forest and town roads with only minor repairs needed for these routes. The Pink Route also 
passes by the eastern edge of the geologically interesting and unique Glacial Kettles Special Management 
Area just north of Valhalla Recreation Area. 

Starting from Mt. Ashwabay, the Pink Route would begin near the intersection of Jammer Hill Rd. and Whiting 
Rd. In the winter, the pink route could connect to the Northern Lights Trail near the Jammer Hill & Whiting 
Road intersection and utilize the Bayfield County yurt parking area that has access to the cross-country ski 
trail system. There is currently no mountain bike connection to Jammer Hill & Whiting Rd, but a trail 
connection could be constructed connecting to the southwest section of the Tsuga Daddy Loop trail. The 
CAMBA mountain bike trailhead on Whiting Rd is also 2 miles from the Jammer Hill & Whiting Rd intersection 
and could be utilized.

From the intersection of Jammer Hill & Whiting Rd, the route would follow Jammer Hill Road to the north. 
There is about a ¼ mile section of Jammer Hill Rd where an ATV route uses the right-of-way. From Jammer Hill 
Rd, the route will take FR 63A to the west. The easternmost mile of the Pink Route is hilly, then levels out for 
about a mile. About halfway to Butterfield Rd, an ATV route uses FR 63A for approximately a ½ mile. As the 
route approaches Butterfield Road, there are moderate elevation changes and then once on Butterfield Road, 
the route follows the fall line down a steep hill for about a half mile. This section of Butterfield Rd is also an 
ATV route. The trail would then leave Butterfield Rd and follow another forest road west through another steep 
section before reaching the eastern edge of the Glacial Kettles Special Management Area, about 0.8 miles 
east of Jodi Road. The route continues on this forest road and winds around smaller kettles to Jodi Rd where 
it continues on Jodi Rd to the south until it becomes FR 105. 

From here, three options were identified to access the Valhalla Recreation Area, with Option C as the 
preferred route (options A & B are outlined in the Alternative Route section below). Option C utilizes a series of 
forest roads that are shared with snowmobiles and/or ATV users, and traverses rolling hills before connecting 
to the Valhalla Trail System. From Jodi Rd, the route would continue south on FR 105 (ATV route). At the 
northeast corner of the Valhalla Recreation Area and intersection of FR 105 and FR 256, the route would 
follow FR 256 (snowmobile route) to the southwest. In the winter, the route would continue on the Valkyrie 
cross-country ski trails when Loop C intersects FR 265, whereas in the summer the route would continue on 
FR265 to the parking area on the south side of Hwy C.  

Alternative Routes:

Pink Route - Alternate options for the Pink Route to access Valhalla Recreation Area from the intersection of 
Jodi Road and FR 105.

◊ Option A - the route follows Jodi Road then heads south on the western edge of the Glacial Kettles 
SMA, traversing in between the two westernmost kettles then continuing south in a flat area before 
connecting with a steep trail within the Valhalla Trail System.

◊ Option B - the route includes an off-road section and would follow rolling hills and a short steep 
section before leveling out to connect  with a steep trail within the Valhalla Trail System.

◊ Option D - Create a new, non-motorized trail corridor between Jodi Road and Valhalla trails that is 
narrow enough to avoid opening the tree canopy. 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Ashwahalla Trail 

Orange Route - This route does not use forest roads, and instead constructs a new trail through this area, 
creating the most interesting route and reducing conflicts with motorized trail users. This is the most 
expensive option and due to the environmental sensitivity and global significance of the Northwest Sands 
region, it is recommended that existing, disturbed corridors be used for the trail in this area, so the orange 
route is not recommended.

Blue Route - This route would utilize all road right-of-ways that are are open to motor vehicle traffic as well as 
either ATVs or snowmobiles. The route would travel south on Jammer Hill Road, southwest on Little Sioux 
Road, southwest on FR 102, in a new corridor (about ½ mile) to FR 101, southwest on Friendly Valley Road, 
crossing North Boundary Road/FR696 to connect to the westernmost trail in Valhalla where Friendly Valley 
Road crosses the trail. Maintenance duties could be shared with motorized trail clubs if using the same trail 
surface. However, due to the motor vehicle traffic along the entire route and the necessity to either share a 
motorized trail or construct a new trail within road rights-of-way, the blue route is not recommended for further 
consideration.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: The proposed routes are entirely on public lands including road right-of-ways. 

Connectivity: Ashwahalla is proposed as a linear connection between the Mt. Ashwabay Trail System and the 
Valhalla Trail System. There would be the potential to create a trail connection to the Glacial Kettles Trail 
System proposed in this plan.

Amenities: There are trailheads with parking areas that can be used at both Mt. Ashwabay Trail System and 
the Valhalla Trail System.

Water Crossings: All of the route options analyzed would cross the Onion River where it is adjacent to Jammer 
Hill Road at the eastern end of the route; the pink route would cross it on a forest road. 

Terrain: The region includes several areas with extreme slopes, over 20%, primarily in the eastern half of the 
area, as well as in the Kettles area. 

Shared Use: Trail segments shared with motor vehicles, OHVs, or snowmobiles are a safety concern. The 
potential for fast moving snowmobiles on forest roads that are not designated snowmobile routes is also a 
safety concern.

Maintenance: Maintenance of the forest roads and motorized trails are presumably handled by land 
managers and clubs. Utilizing forest roads and sharing trails will reduce maintenance needs.
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Ashwahalla Trail 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Discuss this report with County and Forest Service Staff to determine next steps and consider 

compatibility with land management plans.
◊ Determine which forest and town roads along the proposed route are open to motor vehicles during 

which seasons.
◊ Determine the levels of maintenance on the forest roads, and confirm the allowed uses.  
◊ Conduct field visits along the remaining portion of the entire pink route, noting problem areas, the 

proposed multi-use segments, water crossings, etc.
◊ Discuss the potential multi-use segments with OHV and snowmobile clubs to discuss the desirability 

of multi-use segments, gauge frequency of use, and consider alternatives.
◊ Work with the Town of Bayfield regarding Butterfield Road. Is it open to vehicular traffic in summer 

and winter?  It contains an ATV route.  Consider either a shared trail or a parallel trail, preferably 
within the same disturbed corridor. 

◊ Coordinate this trail plan with the Kettles area trail development. A connection between Valhalla 
Trails and the Kettles area is a desirable first phase for this trail. A circular route around the Kettles 
via forest roads that connects to Valhalla should be considered as an alternative or an addition to 
this trail.  

◊ Wayfinding signs and maps will be essential due to the number of unmarked forest roads and 
motorized trails in the area.  This is a safety concern in such an infrequently travelled area, especially 
in winter.  One should be placed at every intersection.  

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Clearing and stabilizing the tread along trail route: $5,000
◊ Signage: $2,500
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2

Trail Concept
This trail segment would connect Bayfield’s Brownstone Trail to Howl Adventure Center and the Apostle Island 
Campground. The Brownstone Trail is a scenic trail traveling along the lakefront from downtown Bayfield to 
Pike’s Bay Marina. Adding this trail segment is valuable because it connects two popular recreational facilities 
with the area’s trail systems providing not only a scenic option, but a safer route for bike riders and 
pedestrians within Bayfield. 

Highlights: Connection to the Brownstone Trail with great lake views and direct access to downtown Bayfield.

Ecological Habitat: Field, forested road, lakeshore trail. 
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Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail 

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayfield

Project Length 0.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, would connect to the Brownstone Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes, multiple private land owners

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2 Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2 Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail 

Proposed Trail Concept Detail

The Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail would begin at the Apostle Islands Campground 
where it would immediately cross S County Hwy J to the Howl Adventure Center property. Through Howl, the 
trail will utilize a network of mowed paths maintained by Howl for walking and biking. The trail would then 
cross Hwy 13 and continue along Blue Wing Bay Road where it would connect with the Brownstone Trail.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The trail would hinge on willing private landowners granting a trail agreement and public use of the private 
road. The trail would cross private land at the Howl Adventure Center and then Blue Wing Bay Road which is a 
private road with access to five private properties. The owners of Howl Adventure Center have been informed 
of the trail concept and are very supportive of the project.

Route

The route is relatively flat with a gradual slope downhill from the campground to the Brownstone Trail. There 
are no water crossings, wetlands, or steep slopes. Additionally, because this trail segment would utilize 
existing mown trails and a road right-of-way, there are no anticipated impacts to sensitive species. 

Road Crossings

There are two road crossings which would need to be incorporated into the design of the trail. The first is 
County Highway J where the trail would cross between the campground and Howl Adventure Center. The 
second crossing is State Hwy 13 between Howl Adventure Center and Blue Wing Bay Road. There is 
preliminary support from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation and Bayfield County Highway 
Department to improve the safety of these crossings regardless of the implementation of the trail. 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Consult with WisDOT and County Highways about road crossing locations and requirements and 

signage. Previous consultations with these entities have revealed strong support for implementing 
safe crossings.

◊ Consult with the Apostle Islands Campground owners about the project.
◊ Seek support and an easement from landowners along Blue Wing Bay Road.
◊ Develop a project plan: it is anticipated that the primary cost would be for wayfinding signage and 

pedestrian signs at the Highway 13 crossing. 

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Possible road crossings: TBD
◊ Signage along Blue Wing Bay Road: $300
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2

Trail Concept
This concept would create a new trail system through the City of Bayfield’s west side and consists of two trail 
segments. The Martin Road to Manypenny Ave. segment would extend from the Big Ravine Trail System to 
Manypenny Ave. and 11th Ave, while the Manypenny Ave.  to Brownstone segment would continue from 
Manypenny and 11th to the Brownstone Trail. 

This new trail provides multiple benefits. First, it would provide a trail in this area of Bayfield where many year-
round residents live which would offer utilitarian uses as well as recreational opportunities. Second, it 
provides a connection between the Big Ravine Trail System and Brownstone Trail System which will create a 
long-distance hiking opportunity for residents and visitors. 

Highlights: Forests, ravines, and some lake views. 

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwoods with some large red and white pines.

75

Link to Index

Bayfield Westside Trails

Lead Entity for Project City of Bayfield

Local Jurisdiction
City of Bayfield and Town of Bayfield with support 
from Bayfield Area Trails

Project Length 1 mile

Proposed Trail Uses
Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Consider biking as 
well

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Big Ravine Trail System; Brownstone Trail

Private Land Ownership
Yes, the southern segment could require 2 - 3 
easement from private land owners.

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years - Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone 
Segment



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Bayfield Westside Trails
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Bayfield Westside Trails

Proposed Trail Concept Detail

Martin Rd. to Manypenny Ave. Segment: This segment would start at the Big Ravine Striped Skunk Trail and 
proceed along Martin Road (abandoned) which is a lightly-used, two-track road, and is dependent upon willing 
landowners granting trail agreements. From here the trail would continue along a very easy pathway through 
mature forest north of the cemetery and onto a paved access in the cemetery, all of which is owned by the 
City of Bayfield. After crossing County I, the route could cross two private properties along the Cemetery Creek 
ravine edge. The southernmost portion would travel platted street and alley right-of-ways to Manypenny Ave. 

Alternative Routes
◊ After travelling down Martin Road to its southern terminus, the route would cross through the 

cemetery to County Road I where it would travel downhill on I and onto Washington Ave. to 11th St. 
and then to Manypenny Ave. 

◊ The trail would stay on City of Bayfield property in the Cemetery Creek ravine until crossing into 
Bayfield City limits to the 13th St. right-of-way, where the trail would travel south on the right-of-way to 
the Rittenhouse Ave. right-of-way. This would reduce private property crossings. Creating a trail into 
the ravine would be extremely difficult and impacting, if not infeasible. There may also be concerns 
with adjacent landowners along this route as the right-of-ways are currently undeveloped.

Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone Trail Segment: This trail segment hinges upon willing landowners granting 
trail agreements. From the north this route would travel uphill on Manypenny Ave. to the undeveloped, platted 
12th St. right-of-way. It would then follow the 12th St. right-of-way to Old Military Rd. where it would enter 
private property at the head of a drainage that may require a footbridge. It would traverse through land owned 
by 2 (maybe 3) private landowners along the side of the drainage to Highway 13. The last portion of this 
segment could potentially travel along the driveway to Eckels Pottery, a commercial business. This driveway is 
directly across from the proposed Brownstone Park. A pedestrian crossing would need to be established at 
this location. Members of the Planning Subcommittee expressed that flashing pedestrian lights should be 
avoided in order to maintain the City’s historic character.

Alternative Routes: 

An alternative route would be to travel along existing roads starting at Manypenny Ave. to 11th St.; then 
eastward on Old Military Road to 9th St. where it would travel alongside the Fountain Park to Highway 13 and 
across the highway to the new Brownstone Park location.Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

The vast majority of these routes travel along platted right-of-ways and avoid privately owned land. Martin Rd. 
was abandoned by the Township, therefore only the eastern ½ is in public ownership. This is still wide enough 
to accommodate a foot trail. Still, these routes would hinge upon willing landowners granting trail agreements: 
the Martin to Manypenny Ave. segment would cross 2 private properties and the Manypenny Ave. to 
Brownstone Trail Segment would cross 2 - 3 private properties. 

Water Crossings

The Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone Trail Segment would encounter the drainage that ultimately leads to 
Highway 13. This may require a bridge/boardwalk. This segment may also require crossing the creek in the 
ravine adjacent to Old Military Rd. Crossing 
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Bayfield Westside Trails

Terrain

There is a steep slope where the proposed trail intersects with Martin Rd. that would require switchbacks. 
Along a sidehill on the 12th St. right-of-way there may be some seeps which are known to occur along this hill. 
Along the Cemetery Creek ravine edge the route would traverse erodible soils; if the final selected route has to 
drop into the ravines, there may be erodible soils encountered.

Road Crossings

Crossing Highway 13 at Brownstone Park poses the greatest challenge. Members of the Planning 
Subcommittee expressed that flashing pedestrian lights should be avoided in order to maintain the City’s 
historic character. Pedestrian crossing signs on County I would also be needed.

Potential Implementation Steps
Martin Rd. to Manypenny Ave. Segment 

◊ Proceed with private landowner consultation. Establish trail agreements if the landowners are 
amenable to allowing a foot trail.

◊ Research and delineate the location of the public ROW on Martin Rd.
◊ Define and flag the route.
◊ Pedestrian signs recommended at County I: determine location in consultation with Bayfield County 

Highway Department. 
Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone Trail Segment 

◊ Continue private landowner consultation.
◊ If landowners are amenable to granting a trail agreement, delineate and flag the route.
◊ Determine if ravine bottom is a feasible alternative route to avoid easement on privately owned 

parcels. 
◊ Develop a plan for pedestrian crossing at Hwy 13 to the Brownstone Trail. Work with WisDOT to 

identify the best crossing location and necessary signage and/or other safety infrastructure.

Estimated Implementation Costs:  Done by volunteers.
Material costs (boardwalks, gravel): TBD

Signage (fairly extensive): $3,000
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See Big Ravine Proposals in Category 1  

Trail Concept:
This trail would create another side loop on the Big Ravine’s East Rim trail system. It would travel along a bench 
parallel to the East Rim Trail through diverse habitatsst Rim Trail through diverse habitats.
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Big Ravine – East Rim Bench Loop TrailTrail



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2

Trail Concept
This project would create a trail between the Dalrymple Campground and Bayfield’s Waterfront Trail which 
currently ends at the City of Bayfield beach at the end of Washington Ave. The southern portion of trail also 
provides a pleasant short walk from the beach out to a rocky point and cove along the lakeshore. Both the 
southern portion, plus the proposed trail to the campground would provide a unique view and more natural 
lakeshore walking experience than is available within the City of Bayfield.

Highlights: Unique views of the lake, brownstone cliffs, connection from Dalrymple Campground to City of Bayfield. Walking 
access to businesses along the shore: True North Sailing Adventures and Lake Superior Lodge.

Ecological Habitat: Brownstone cliffs along the shoreline to hemlock forest.
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Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground Waterfront Connector 

Lead Entity for Project City of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction City of Bayfield

Project Length 0.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, Connects to Bayfield's Waterfront Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground

Trail Concept Detail:

This trail creates a connection from the City of Bayfield to Dalrymple Campground along the shoreline of Lake 
Superior. Starting from the beach at the end of Washington Ave, the trail travels north along a narrow corridor at the 
base of a steep slope on brownstone outcroppings, which in a few places are as much as 15 feet above lake level. 
Near the True North Sailing dock, the route would climb the slope below the Lake Superior Lodge. Upon reaching 
the lodge, the trail would travel through a mown area, then the parking lot to E Lynde Ave, where it terminates at 
two private properties. From there, the trail would briefly cross the private properties before crossing a small ravine 
surrounded by hemlock forest and emerging onto City of Bayfield property at the campground.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: The full length of this proposed route would hinge on five private landowners granting trail 
agreements. The beach and Campground are publicly owned by the City of Bayfield. The City Parks and Rec. 
Committee and City Council have voted to support the proposal for many years. It has been in several plans, including 
the City’s Waterfront Plan and Outdoor Rec. Plan. Based on historic support for the City’s plans, public sentiment 
would likely support this proposal as long as it can be developed and maintained in a sustainable manner.

The trail would cross five private properties. At least one landowner is supportive, and two others are likely to 
be based on their history with Bayfield-area trails. While some owners may have privacy concerns, 
Conservancy Zoning along the lakeshore prohibits structures and substantial development, so the trail would 
not conflict with future development or residences.

Connectivity: This trail would extend Bayfield’s Waterfront Trail to the Dalrymple Campground. Additionally, if 
the multi-use trail between Bayfield and Red Cliff is constructed, a connection to that trail would also be 
made.

Water Crossings: Where the trail departs from the end of the beach it has to cross a wet area that is 
associated with runoff and seepage from the hill and highway above it. This area may require a boardwalk.

Terrain: About halfway along the route, the terrain becomes steeper with seeps, making construction more 
challenging. A sustainable trail would require careful grading, slope stabilization, drainage, and a small 
footbridge may be needed to cross a ravine. Due to the rugged terrain, winter maintenance for snowshoeing 
or skiing is not practical.

Road Crossings: The parking area at Lake Superior Lodge and E Lynde Ave would require good signage to 
avoid conflicts with cars and help direct people.

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Seek support and trail agreements from landowners.
◊ Should landowners be supportive, develop a specific project plan, including the exact trail route, 

construction methods, materials/equipment needs, and signage.
◊ Utilize volunteers to the greatest extent possible. There could be a possibility of equipment donations 

to assist with the project.
◊ Pursue funds based upon the project plan.

Implementation Cost Estimate
◊ Trail construction would be completed by volunteers
◊ Boardwalk across the outflow pipe into the lake: $1,500
◊ Signage: $250
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2

Trail Concept
This would hinge on 2 willing private landowners granting trail agreements. The West Rim Trail to Hauser’s 
Superior View Farm Connector Trail would extend the Big Ravine Trail System’s west side trails into Bayfield’s 
Fruit Loop. From the West Rim Trail or the Hilltop Trailhead, the proposed route would travel on Martin Rd to 
the west, passing by Erickson’s Orchards & Country Store. It would cross Betzold Rd. to follow a route across 
two private properties to  Hauser’s Superior View Farm. This new segment could be expanded upon in the 
future to connect to the Fire Hill Preserve Trail System, Gracie’s Trail, and the East Rim Trail. In doing so, a 
long-distance loop would be created from Bayfield through the Fruit Loop and back. 

Highlights: Incredible views of Lake Superior from Hauser’s Superior View Farm. Orchards are a cultural icon 
for Bayfield. Access to orchard and cidery businesses.

Ecological Habitat: Apple orchard and a small section of hardwood forest.
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West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Farm Connector Trail

Lead Entity for Project
Town of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area 
Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayfield

Project Length 0.25 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Potential for future connection to Gracie's Trail and 
Fire Hill Preserve Trail System

Private Land Ownership Yes, two private land owners

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 2: West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm

Proposed Trail Concept Detail

West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm Bayfield Fruit Loop Connector Trail Segment

The trail would begin at the West Rim Trailhead and travel west on Martin Rd to the intersection of Betzold Rd. 
From here, the trail could continue across Betzold Rd. onto a privately owned piece of land and follow the 
edge of a wooded area until reaching orchard land owned by Hauser’s Superior View Farm. From here the trail 
segment could then continue straight through Hauser’s orchard using a 2-track trail used for farm equipment 
to Hwy J. It is approximately 360’ from this access point to Hauser's driveway along the shoulder of Hwy J.  

Alternative Routes

When the trail crosses onto Hauser’s property, it could turn north along the wood line for approximately 360’ 
before turning west and proceeding along a different 2-track trail used for farm equipment to Hwy J. From here, 
Hauser’s driveway is directly across Hwy J eliminating the need for people to walk on the shoulder to access the 
trailhead.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: There are two privately-owned parcels of land that this trail segment would cross. The first 
parcel is located to the west of Betzold Rd south of the wood line. The second land owner is Hauser’s Superior 
View Farm and it is anticipated that they will be supportive of the project, though may have concerns about 
trail users picking fruit where the trail traverses the orchard. Options to mitigate these concerns include 
roping off the trail corridor and posting signs to stay on the trail and not pick fruit. 

Connectivity: This trail segment will extend the Big Ravine Trail System’s West Rim Trail up into Bayfield’s Fruit 
Loop. In the future this new trail segment may be built upon to connect to the Fire Hill Preserve Trail System, 
Gracie’s Trail, and the East Rim Trail. In doing so, a long-distance loop would be created from Bayfield through 
the Fruit Loop and back. 

Terrain: The terrain is easily navigable with just a gradual slope through forest and orchard across the Hauser 
property. 

Route: Additionally, there are 2-track paths used by Hauser’s farm equipment through the orchard that could 
be used for the trail. 

Road Crossings: There are two road crossings associated with this trail segment. The Town of Bayfield should 
be consulted regarding the crossing of Betzold Rd at the intersection of Martin Rd and the Bayfield County 
Transportation Department should be consulted about the Hwy J crossing to Hauser’s Farm.  Pedestrian signs 
would probably be needed at both crossings.

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Consult with both private landowners about the trail concept crossing their property; establish trail 

agreements if they are agreeable.
◊ Consult with the Town of Bayfield about the Betzold Rd & Martin Rd road crossing
◊ Consult with the Bayfield County Transportation Department about the Hwy J road crossing.
◊ Develop a project plan for the trail route, signage, needed resources, and project implementation.
◊ This could be implemented by volunteers with minimal cost, primarily for signage.

Estimated Implementation Cost

Signage: $200 85
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New Trail Proposals

Trail Concept
This trail would connect the trail around Long Lake within the Long Lake Recreation area to the West Twin 
Lake Trail adjacent to the Birch Grove Campground. All of these sites are within the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest which is managed by the Washburn District of the US Forest Service. The opportunity to 
connect two popular recreation areas with a trail would be a high priority that concentrates public use where 
it already is, and would offer another amenity at the existing destinations.

Highlights: Forested trail with several hills and valleys enroute providing multiple scenic high points along the 
route.

Ecological Habitat: Primarily forest with small ponds and wetlands.
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Birch Grove to Long Lake Connector Trail 

Birch Grove to Long Lake Connector Trail
Town of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area 
Trails

Lead Entity for Project US Forest Service - Chequamegon Nicolet National 
Forest

Local Jurisdiction US Forest Service - Chequamegon Nicolet National 
Forest

Project Length 1.5 - 2.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, connects to Long Lake Trail and West Twin Lake 
Trail

Private Land Ownership No

Category Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years

Southern Region Proposals



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Birch Grove to Long Lake Connector Trail 
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Birch Grove to Long Lake Connector Trail 

Trail Concept Detail

The new trail would begin from the western parking lot at the far end of Long Lake. The trail would cross FR 
1890A and follow the gated, historically closed trail for roughly ¾ mile past FR 690. From here a new section 
of trail would be created which would travel northwest, passing a small lake and high point. (A spur trail to the 
high point could be created as an option for long distance views.) From here the trail would continue directly 
into the Birch Grove campground. This route is preferred because the terrain is varied and interesting.  

Alternate Routes: 

The trail could take the most direct path through the woods and connect to the south end of the former West 
Twin Lake Trail. This is the shortest route and avoids wetlands, while also missing the high point and requires 
reopening the West Twin Lake Trail. 

The trail could start on the preferred trail and then veer west to join the West Twin Lake Trail. This route is 
more direct and avoids wetlands, but misses the high point vista and requires reopening the West Twin Lake 
Trail. 

The route could utilize the motorized recreational vehicle trails (#31, #33) that go between Long Lake 
Recreational Area and Birch Grove Campground. This is not recommended and the USFS is in favor of keeping 
motorized and non-motorized trail users separate. 

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership

This project is located within the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest which is managed by the US Forest 
Service Washburn Ranger Station. 

Connectivity: This trail would connect the Long Lake Recreation Area trail to the Birch Grove Recreation Area.

Amenities: There are restrooms, picnic areas, and swimming access at both recreation areas. 

Water Crossings: May require a boardwalk along wetland located southwest of East Twin Lake.

Terrain: Sandy soil throughout the trail search corridor adds concerns about erosion. The trail will need to be 
designed well using sustainability principles.

Road Crossings: The trail will need to cross FR 690. This has presumably light traffic volumes, so should not 
pose significant safety concerns.  Some vegetative clearing on both sides of the road at the trail crossing may 
be desired, as well as trail crossing signs.
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Birch Grove to Long Lake Connector Trail 

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Because the Long Lake Trail is hiking only and the soil maps indicate mostly sandy soils, hiking only 

is recommended at this point in the analysis. However, mountain biking and equestrian use should 
also be considered during the trail planning and design stage. 

◊ Further field work is needed to determine the best route. Consideration should be given to minimizing 
environmental disturbance, providing variety through some elevation changes, providing interest by 
passing areas for wildlife viewing or interesting landscapes, reducing future maintenance needs 
through route selection, and avoiding the most unstable sandy soils.  

◊ Signage should be included in the final design of the trail to direct various trail users.
◊ A parking area for day use should be added at Birch Grove if this trail is developed. 

Estimated Implementation Cost
◊ Design cost would be minimal, if coordinating with USFS staff
◊ NEPA compliance would be done by USFS staff
◊ Construction costs would be carried by volunteers & USFS staff
◊ Signage: $1,000
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2

Trail Concept
The Houghton Falls Nature Preserve is a 76-acre nature preserve owned and managed by the Town of 
Bayview. The Landmark Conservancy holds a conservation easement on this property and has a responsibility 
of enforcing protection of the natural habitats and works with the Town of Bayview to do so. In 2010 the area 
was designated a State Natural Area by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

Highlights: A wooded corridor with minimal grade connecting the City of Washburn with Houghton Falls Nature 
Preserve.

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwood forest surrounding railroad corridor. 
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Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Nature Preserve Connector Trail

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction Town of Bayview

Project Length 0.8 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshowing; Cross-country skiing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, Connects Houghton Falls Preserve Trail and 
Washburn Recreation Trail

Private Land Ownership Yes

Category Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement in 
5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Nature Preserve Trail Connector
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Nature Preserve Trail Connector
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Nature Preserve Trail Connector

Trail Concept Detail

Establish a public trail connection between the Washburn Recreational Trail at Gary Rd and the Houghton Falls 
Nature Preserve Trail via the former railroad right-of-way. This corridor is already used informally for walking and 
biking, and formalizing it as a trail would provide an exceptional recreational opportunity for local residents and 
tourists while allowing for trail management, use agreements, and maintenance. However, because some 
parcels are privately owned, the project hinges on landowners granting trail agreements.

This short section of trail will serve to connect the Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail with the Houghton 
Falls Nature Preserve trail. From Gary Rd, the trail will follow the former railroad corridor north approximately 
0.8 miles where it will intersect with the Houghton Falls Trail. 

Alternative Route

North of Gary Rd the trail would travel north along S. Houghton Point Road for 0.4 miles before rejoining with 
the railroad corridor the remaining 0.4 miles. 

From the end of the Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail at Gary Rd, the trail would head west on Gary Road, 
then north along State Hwy 13 to Houghton Falls Road. The trail would then head east on Houghton Falls 
Road to the Houghton Falls Preserve trailhead. The trail along this alternate route could utilize existing 
roadway shoulders and/or a separate trail could be constructed where possible in the road right-of-ways.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership
Easements would be required from multiple private land owners just north of Gary Rd., adjacent to the railroad 
corridor. The land north of here to the Houghton Falls Nature Preserve is owned by the Town of Bayview. 

There is an ongoing dispute with landowners north of Houghton Falls Nature Preserve. These residents are 
adamantly opposed to public access along the former railroad corridor from Houghton Falls Road to the 
Houghton Falls trail intersection. As of August 2025, a lawsuit is underway over access rights to the railroad 
corridor stemming from an old easement—Landowners Along the Corridor vs. the Town of Bayview. The private 
landowners won in court, and the Town of Bayview has appealed. As such, these same landowners may also 
have concerns about increased public use of the railroad corridor from the south.

Connectivity
This trail segment will form the connection between the popular Houghton Falls Preserve trail and the 
Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail. Connection between these trail systems is not only desirable for tourists 
visiting the area, but local residents as well.

Water Crossings
This right-of-way includes railroad-era culverts over waterways that are still intact but may need improvements 
or replacing. Likewise, there are wetlands adjacent to the right-of-way.

Terrain
The former railroad corridor is primarily intact in this segment and is used informally by some residents. The 
original railbed forms the base with a surface of crushed stone mixed with dirt over the years. Soils along the 
railroad corridor are generally clay or bedrock and are not highly erodible. The corridor itself is likely partially 
on fill. The surface appears relatively firm and stable, but it may not meet accessibility standards. Hardening 
in some spots may be necessary. Other elements of accessibility are met: grade, width, cross slope, etc. This 
could meet ADA standards with relatively few improvements. 
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Nature Preserve Trail Connector

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Structural condition of existing culverts on railroad grade should be assessed by an engineer during a 

trail planning & design stage if the project moves forward.
◊ Monitor the outcome of the lawsuit regarding access.
◊ Coordinate easement purchases from private property owners.
◊ Continue communication with the Town of Bayview and WIDNR and Landmark about project and 

approvals needed to connect the trails and allow access to the State Natural Area from the south.

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Railroad grade improvements (e.g. gravel; stabilization): $5,000
◊ Signage: $1,000
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2:

Trail Concept:
The proposed Washington Ave Bike & Pedestrian Improvement Project would create a safer route for walking 
and biking along Washington Ave between Hwy 13 and Oak Rd at the edge of City limits. The project would 
include use of City sidewalks and then construction of a trail within the Washington Ave right-of-way on its 
east side. This project would increase pedestrian access to the School Forest via West Oak Rd and 5th 
Avenue West or by traveling further north on Washington Avenue to Westgate Road. It could potentially also 
provide a connection to the Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail and the Washburn Lakefront Trail.

Highlights: Creates safer bike and pedestrian facilities along Washington Ave.

Ecological Habitat: Residential neighborhood transitioning into rural residences with forested parcels. 
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Washington Ave. Bike & Pedestrian Improvement Project Proposal

Lead Entity for Project City of Washburn

Local Jurisdiction City of Washburn

Project Length 1.2 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 4 - Highly Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Yes, the project will improve access to the Washburn School 
Forest trails, Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail, and 
Washburn Lakefront Trail

Private Land Ownership No

Category
Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement in 5 - 10 
years



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Washburn Washington Ave. Bike & Pedestrian Project
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Washburn Washington Ave. Bike & Pedestrian Project

Trail Concept Detail: 

On the south end, the route would utilize existing sidewalks within the City of Washburn. On the northern half of the 
route from approximately E 7th St and Washington Ave, a new trail would be created within the eastern right-of-way 
along Washington Ave. A utility line shares this right-of-way and is mowed seasonally. The trail would continue to 
Oak Rd.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership
The proposed trail is located within the Washington Ave. right-of-way; however, outreach should be done with 
adjacent landowners along the proposed route. 

Connectivity
The trail will create safer bike and pedestrian facilities within the City of Washburn limits along Washington 
Ave. This project will also improve access to the School Forest, the Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail, and 
the Washburn Lakefront Trail via other City roads.

Route

This route could possibly be built soon as the City of Washburn prepares for construction work on the east 
side of Highway 13. This construction is scheduled to occur in 2027 and Washington Avenue will be the main 
route into the city from the north. Vehicles will be instructed to use Maki Road to Washington Avenue.

Terrain

Some erosion control measures may have to be utilized in the steeper portions of the route.  

Potential Implementation Steps
Coordinate the project with the reconstruction of Washington Ave. 

Estimated Implementation Costs
TBD – to be borne by the City of Washburn in association with reconstruction of Washington Ave.
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2

Trail Concept:
This bike route would connect the City of Washburn with bike routes at Mt. Ashwabay and ultimately to the 
Bayfield area by using a series of inland roads and would also create a loop back to Washburn along Hwy 13. 
In addition, there’s potential access to the CAMBA mountain bike trails at Mt. Ashwabay through the Onion 
River Special Management Area.

Highlights: Travel near or along the Sioux River and Onion River estuaries; Class I & II stretches of trout 
streams at Sioux River, Onion River and Little Sioux River; Lake Superior and the Apostle Islands overlooks at 
Mt. Ashwabay.

Ecological Habitat: Mixed hardwood forests, wetlands, floodplain, conifers. 
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Washburn to Mt. Ashwabay Inland Bike Route

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield Area Trails

Local Jurisdiction City of Washburn; Town of Bayview

Project Length 16.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Biking

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails Yes, connects to Hwy C Bike Route and Mt. Ashwabay 
CAMBA Trail System

Private Land Ownership No

Category Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years



New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Washburn to Mt. Ashwabay Inland Bike Route Proposal
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New Trail Proposals: Southern Region Category 2: Washburn to Mt. Ashwabay Inland Bike Route Proposal

Trail Concept Detail

The bike route would continue right on Little Sioux River Rd signage along existing roads and trails. It would 
travel out of the City of Washburn west of County Hwy C to Big Rock Road where it would continue north. At 
Friendly Valley Road, the route would travel west to Van Stone Rd. From Van Stone Rd, the route would 
continue right on Little Sioux River Rd, and then turn east onto Smith Fire Ln. Lastly, from Smith Fire Ln, the 
route would loop back to Washburn following Klarvick Rd. to Hwy 13

The northern extent of the proposed route would connect to the CAMBA mountain bike trail system at Mt. 
Ashwabay. This connection could be made from Smith Fire Lane through the Onion River Special 
Management Area  via old logging roads which cross the Onion and Little Sioux Rivers to reach Whiting Rd to 
the north. The connection could also be made by taking Little Sioux River Rd. to Whiting Rd. In both cases, the 
connection to the CAMBA trails would be made at the Whiting Rd. trailhead. Finally, the bike route would 
follow the Deer Path Trail or Hot Saw CAMBA trail to the Buzz or Dirt Lip Trails, ending at the Mt. Ashwabay 
parking lot. From this location, bikers could ride Ski Hill Road to Highway 13 and into Bayfield.

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership: This route uses all publicly owned road right-of-ways.

Road Crossings: This route is all on-road, “share the road” signage should be incorporated along the route.

Route: While a portion of the route is paved, most is unpaved, and all is easily accessible. Little Sioux Road 
and Van Stone Road, and the western portion of Friendly Valley Road and Kjarvick Road are unplowed in 
winter unless logging is scheduled in the vicinity.  Those snow-covered road portions may be packed by 
snowmobilers, allowing for winter fat bike use. Little Sioux Road has several sandy stretches that would 
require walking bikes, unless the sand is wet & compacted.

Potential Implementation Steps
◊ Add wayfinding and “share the road” signage along the route.
◊ Finalize the route from Whiting Road to the Ashwabay parking lot via existing trails. 
◊ Research the potential for an easement along the Xcel Energy transmission line right-of-way or 

Northern Natural Gas right-of-way through the Onion River Special Management Area or Big Rock 
State Natural Area. 

◊ Research the potential use of abandoned RR grade between State Highway 13 and Lake Superior 
between the Sioux and Onion

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Expected to be relatively small since this follows existing roadways
◊ Signage: $1,500
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Trail Concept
The Glacial Kettles area is designated as a 438-acre Special Management Area by Bayfield County. The area 
is located between North Boundary Rd and Jodi Rd north of County Hwy C in the interior of the Bayfield 
Peninsula. This area is defined by a unique concentration of glacial knobs and kettles, many of which exhibit 
150 to 200 feet of topographical relief. A trail system within this area would highlight this unique and 
interesting topography.

Highlights: The trail system would feature unique geological glacier features and the accompanying habitats. 

Ecological Habitat: Most of the area is dominated by poor-quality scrub oak with a mixture of jack pine, 
aspen, red pine, and white pine.
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Glacial Kettles Trail System

Lead Entity for Project Bayfield County

Local Jurisdiction Bayfield County

Project Length 3.5 miles

Proposed Trail Uses Walking, Hiking, Snowshoeing; Cross-country skiing

Proposed USFS Classification Class 3 - Developed

Connections to Other Trails
Yes--potential to connect to the Spring Creek Trail 
System, Valhalla Trail System, and the Mt. Ashwabay 
Trail System via the Ashwahalla Trail, if constructed.

Private Land Ownership No

Category Category 2 - Continue Feasibility Analysis; Implement 
in 5 - 10 years

Western Region Proposals



New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 2: Glacial Kettles Trail System Proposal
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New Trail Proposals: Western Region Category 2: Glacial Kettles Trail System Proposal

Trail Concept Detail

This project would create a new non-motorized trail system within the Bayfield Peninsula featuring a site with 
glacial kettle topography unique within the region. This site is currently undeveloped with access points from 
both North Boundary Road and Jodi Road. 

There are several opportunities for loops within the site while taking into consideration the sensitive nature of 
the area, particularly sensitive habitats at the bottom of the kettles. 

The kettles are more noticeable in the winter and a winter access trail could be created off N Boundary Rd 
which is plowed to the Shooting Range in the winter. Access in the winter could also reduce the impact on 
sensitive resources. N Boundary Rd is plowed to the Shooting Range through the winter. 

Opportunities & Challenges
Land Ownership
The Glacial Kettles area is designated as a 438-acre Special Management Area by Bayfield County. There is 
initial public and political support for this project. 

Connectivity
The Glacial Kettles Trail System could connect to the Spring Creek Trail System via the trailhead along Jodi Rd. 
The new trail system could also connect to the Valhalla Trail System directly to the south. Likewise, if the 
Ashwahalla Trail is constructed, there would also be a connection made to the Mt. Ashwabay Trail System. 

Amenities
The first phase of the project would likely consist of just the trail design and small parking area. In a second 
phase a vault toilet and backcountry campsites could be considered. 

Terrain
This area is a unique feature and possesses some sensitive habitats at the bottom of the kettles. Soil 
erodibility will be an important consideration in the site design.

Potential Implementation Steps
Bayfield County would hire a landscape architecture firm to develop plans for the site, taking into 
consideration the special environmental sensitivity of the area, access, and public input regarding desired 
recreational opportunities. 

Estimated Implementation Costs
◊ Landscape architect contract: $40,000
◊ Construct trails, parking and infrastructure: $30,000
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Apostle Islands National Lakeshore
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Apostle Island Lakeshore Trail Loop
Apostle Island Lakeshore Trail - Hwy 13 Connector Trail
Apostle Island Lakeshore Trail - McCutcheon Rd Connector Trail

Bayview Beach Town Park Trail
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Houghton Falls to Bayview Beach Connector Trail
Salmo Lakewalk Trail to Bayview Beach Connector Trail

Big Ravine Trail System
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years
Gil Larsen to East Rim Connector Trail

Primary Uses: Walking; Hiking; Snowshoeing
Length: 0.2 miles
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: City of Bayfield with support from Bayfield Area Trails
Summary: Creates a new trail on the east slope of the ravine using switchbacks to connect the Gil Larsen Trail 
in the bottom of the ravine to the East Rim Trail.

Brownstone Trail
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Brownstone Trail to Apostle Islands Golf Course Connector Trail

Fire Hill Preserve Trail System
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years
Fire Hill Preserve to Gracie’s Trail Connector Trail

Primary Uses: Walking; Hiking; Snowshoeing
Approximate Length:  0.7 mi  
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: Bayfield Area Trails
Summary: This concept connects Gracie's Trail to Fire Hill Preserve Trails, creating a continuous long hiking 
route from Bayfield.
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C. Category 3 & 4 Proposals
Following are lists of potential trail concepts for consideration in the 10 to 20-year 
time frame.  Category 3 proposals include some basic concepts, while Category 4 are 
undetermined at this point in time. Additional analysis and consultation would be 
necessary to move any of these forward.

Northern Region Proposals



New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

Fire Hill Preserve to Valley Rd. Connector Trail
Primary Uses: Walking; Hiking; Snowshoeing
Approximate Length:  Underdetermine at this time
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: Bayfield Area Trails
Summary: Creates a trail connection from Valley Rd through North Winds Farm to the Fire Hill Preserve trails.

Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Fire Hill Preserve to Beaver Hollow Connector Trail
Fire Hill Preserve to Jerry Jolly Connector Trail

Frog Bay Tribal National Park
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Red Cliff Multi-Use Recreational Trail - Early Childhood Center to Frog Bay Connector Trail 

Little Sand Bay Recreation Area Trail System
Category3 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Little Sand Bay Lagoon Trail

Mt. Ashwabay Trail System
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years
Zip Zag to Yurt Connector Trail 

Primary Uses: Hiking; Snowshoeing
Approximate Length: 0.3 mi.
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: Mt. Ashwabay with support from Bayfield Area Trails
Summary: This project would construct a short trail between Zig Zag Trail and the Yurt on top of the 
ridge, creating hiking access from the Ashwabay parking area or Pileated Woodpecker Trail to the yurt. 
The route could switchback up the hillside adjacent to a draw filled with a handsome hemlock stand.

Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Burlager Rd to Ashwabay Powerline Connector Trail
Jerry Jolly to Stage Road Trail
Mt. Ashwabay to Les Voight Hatchery Mountain Bike Trail
Star Route Rd to Les Voight Hatchery Mountain Bike Trail
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New Trail Proposals: Northern Region Category 1

On-Road Bike Routes
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years

Little Sioux to Valhalla via Friendly Valley Bike Route 
Primary Uses: Road Biking
Approximate Length: 4.2 miles 
Lead Entity: North Coast Cycling Association
Summary: This project would create a bike route from the Little Sioux River to Valhalla along Friendly 
Valley Rd. 

Old Highway C Loop Bike Route
Primary Uses: Road Biking
Approximate Length: 4.3 miles 
Lead Entity: North Coast Cycling Association
Summary: This project would create a bike route along Old Highway C. 

Meyers-Olson Bike Route Loop
Primary Uses: Road Biking
Approximate Length: 3 miles 
Lead Entity: North Coast Cycling Association
Summary: This project would create a bike route along Meyers-Olson Rd.

Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration 
Star Route Road Bike Route
In 2025 this route was considered but dismissed due to safety concerns along the route. It should be retained 
for future consideration if Star Route is reconstructed with wider, paved, shoulders.

Pikes Creek Trail System 
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Salmo Lakewalk Trail to Bayview Beach Connector Trail

Red Cliff Community Trail Systems
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years
Red Cliff Multi-Use Recreational Trail - Red Cliff Casino to Early Childhood Center 

Primary Uses: Walking; Biking
Approximate Length: 1.7 miles 
Lead Entity: Class 5 - Fully Developed
Lead Entity: Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Summary: This segment of the trail would run north along Blueberry Road to Pageant Road, where it then 
continues east to the Red Cliff Early Childhood Center. This connection was identified in the project purpose 
and needs as a crucial connection for the community, as it allows for much needed safety measures for 
children and adults alike visiting the center. There is potential for this segment to connect to the Elder 
Nutrition Program building and Boys & Girls Club as well.
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Red Cliff Multi-Use Recreational Trail - Red Cliff Casino to Red Cliff Community Health Center Segment
Primary Uses: Walking; Biking
Approximate Length:  1.6 miles 
Lead Entity: Class 5 - Fully Developed
Lead Entity: Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Summary: This segment would continue along State Hwy 13 from Bresette Hill Road to the Red Cliff 
Library, Health Center and Powwow Grounds on Aiken Road. It includes several key resources within the 
community including the Red Cliff Fire Department Building, the Red Cliff Community Health Center, The 
Red Cliff Library, several recreational trails, and the Legendary Waters Resort & Casino. Connections to 
these resources will improve response time for health needs and grant better access to the local library 
and casino, as well as the various recreational trails. The trail could also continue further to Bradum Rd.

Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Red Cliff Multi-Use Recreational Trail - Early Childhood Center to Frog Bay Connector Trail 

Sultz Swamp Special Management Area
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Sultz Swamp Trail System Development
Sultz Swamp to Compton Rd Connector Trail
Sultz Swamp to Butterfield Rd Connector Trail
Sultz Swamp to Settlement Connector Trail
Fire Hill Preserve to Sultz Swamp Connector Trail

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Trail Systems 
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Long Lake to Siskiwit Lake Connector Trail
Birch Grove to Valhalla Connector Trail

Glacial Kettles Trail System
Category 3 Trails - Potential for Consideration; Implement in 10 - 20 years
Glacial Kettles to Ashwahalla Trail Connector 

Primary Uses: Hiking; Snowshoeing
Approximate Length: 
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: Bayfield County
Summary: This connector trail could connect the Glacial Kettles Trail System to the proposed Ashwahalla Trail 
which would connect the Valhalla Trail System and the Mt. Ashwabay Trail System. 

Glacial Kettles to Spring Creek Trail System Connector Trail
Primary Uses: Hiking; Snowshoeing
Approximate Length:  
Lead Entity: Class 3 - Developed
Lead Entity: Bayfield County
Summary: This trail could connect the Glacial Kettles Trail System to the Spring Creek Trail System to the north.  

Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Glacial Kettles to Butterfield Connector Trail 
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Houghton Falls Preserve Trail System
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Houghton Falls to Bayview Beach Connector Trail

Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Washburn Multi-Use Recreational Trail Central Ave to 4th Ave E Connector Trail

Washburn - Other Trails
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
City of Washburn Perimeter Trail
Washburn to Bayfield Paved Connector Trail
Washburn to Tri-County Corridor Connector Trail
Washburn Dupont Linear Park Trail Development
Burlager Rd to Ashwabay Powerline Connector Trail

Cornucopia Trails
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Stone Rd / Klemik Rd Wetlands to Cornucopia Trail
Roman’s Point Trail System Development
Siskiwit River Preserve to Sawgrass Connector Trail

Pratt’s Peak Trail System
Category 4 Trails – Retain for Future Consideration
Pratt’s Peak Hiking Trails:
Consider a hiking trail system with loops to the peak where one can view Eagle Island and Cloud Lake. Utilize 
existing foot paths and old logging roads, supplemented by some new trails as part of the project. Access to the 
trail is from Settlement Dump Road
Siskiwit River Preserve to Pratt’s Peak Connector Trail
Pratt’s Peak Trail System to Spring Creek Trail System Connector Trail

Siskiwit River Preserve Trail System
Category 4 Trails - Retain for Future Consideration
Siskiwit River Preserve to Sawgrass Connector Trail
Siskiwit River Preserve to Pratt’s Peak Connector Trail
Lost Creek to Siskiwit River Preserve Connector Trail
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Appendix 1: Link to Recommendations for Minor Improvements and Maintenance

Appendix 2: Link to Existing Trails Summary Table

Appendix 3: Link to Field Assessment Tables by Segment

Appendix 4: Link to Planning Context and Process

Appendix 5: Table of New Trail Segment Ideas by Category 1-4

New Trail Segment Ideas by Category (1-4)

Trail Segments Region Trail System Grouping Cat
(1-4)

Approx. 
Length
0.1 mi. 

Category 1

Bayfield Hill Bike Loop Bike Route Bike Route 1 5.6

Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Loop Bike Route Bike Route 1 29.7

Aurora Housing to Memorial Park Connector Trail Southern Washburn Multi-Use Recreation Trail 1 0.6

Big Rock County Park and Campground Southern Bayfield County. Non-forest Land 1 0.8

Thompson’s West End Park Loop Southern Washburn Lakefront Trail 1 1.2

East Rim Ravine Edge Loop (E) Northern Big Ravine Trail System 1 0.2

Gil Larsen Extension (A) Northern Big Ravine Trail System 1 0.4

Sweeny Loop Northern Big Ravine Trail System 1 0.7

Pikes Bay Connector Trail Northern Brownstone Trail 1 0.5

Fire Hill Preserve Trail System Northern Fire Hill Preserve 1 2.0

Red Cliff to Bayfield Multi-Use Trail Northern Red Cliff to Bayfield 1 3.6

Highway 13 Safety Improvements: Salmo Trail to Ski Hill 
Road Northern Salmo Trail 1 0.4

Lost Creek Falls Trailhead and Trail Additions Western Lost Creek 1 6.3

Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia Connector Trail Western Siskiwit River Preserve 1 0.1

Appendix

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10CiNh10hoZfsjXdwYWAXk5CxuMq9rImc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWWmeSHO58ObgFCDHotQlGv5iGr8Mg94/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekKBe7pfOH6RdG8fVYU9ugsw1a2pb2J0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LAPOdDgS-nevHMU1NX7MsZtNv4isDxxB/view?usp=sharing
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Trail Segments Region Trail System Grouping Cat
(1-4)

Approx. Length
0.1 mi. 

Category 2

Glacial Kettles Trail System Western Glacial Kettles Trail System 2 3.6

Birch Grove to Long Lake Trail Southern CNNF 2 1.4

Ashwahalla Trail Northern Inland connections 2 13.6

Big Rock Park & Trail Expansion Southern Bayfield County 2 TBD

Washburn Washington Ave Bike & Pedestrian 
Improvements Southern City of Washburn 2 1.2

Washburn Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Preserve 
Connector Trail Southern Houghton Falls 2 0.8

Washburn to Bayfield Unpaved Inland Bike Rte Southern Inland connections 2 16.5

Washburn Recreational Trail: Memorial Park to Gary Rd. 
Connector Trail Southern Washburn Multi-Use 

Recreation Trail 2 1.2

East Rim Bench Loop Northern Big Ravine Trail System 2 0.6

West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm Connector Northern Big Ravine Trail System 2 0.5

Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail Northern Brownstone Trail 2 0.5

Bayfield Westside Trails - Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone Trail Northern City of Bayfield 2 0.3

Bayfield Westside Trails- Martin Rd. to Manypenny Ave. Northern City of Bayfield 2 0.7

Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground 
Waterfront Connector Trail Northern City of Bayfield 2 0.5

Red Cliff Multi-Use Trail Extension Northern Red Cliff to Bayfield 2 3.0

Category 3
Little Sioux to Valhalla via Friendly Valley Bike Rte Bike Route Bike Route 3 4.2

Old Highway C Loop Bike Route Bike Route Bike Route 3 4.3

Meyers-Olson Bike Route Loop Bike Route Bike Route 3 1.6

Glacial Kettles to Spring Creek Trail System Connector 
Trail Western Glacial Kettles Trail System 3 Undetermined

Glacial Kettles to Ashwahalla Connector Trail Western Glacial Kettles Trail System 3 Undetermined

Gil Larsen to East Rim Trail Connector Northern Big Ravine Trail System 3 0.2

Fire Hill Preserve to Gracie's Trail Connector Trail Northern Fire Hill Preserve 3 0.7

Fire Hill Preserve to North Wind Farm Connector Trail Northern Fire Hill Preserve 3 Undetermined

Category 4
Glacial Kettles to Butterfield Connector Trail Western Glacial Kettles Trail System 4 5.2

Birch Grove to Valhalla Connector Trail Southern CNNF 4 2.9

Siskiwit Lake to Long Lake Recreation Area Connector 
Trail Western CNNF 4 13.3

Houghton Falls to Bayview Beach Connector Trail Southern Houghton Falls 4 3.2
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Trail Segments Region Trail System 
Grouping

Cat
(1-4)

Approx. 
Length
0.1 mi. 

Category 4 con't

City of Washburn Perimeter Trail Southern Other 4 2.5

Washburn to Bayfield Paved Connector Trail Southern Other 4 9.1

Washburn to Tri-County Corridor Connector Trail Southern Other 4 2.4

Ashwabay to Burlager Powerline Connector Trail Southern Ashwabay 4 5.0

Ashwabay to Hatchery Mountain Bike Trail Northern Ashwabay 4 2.0

Jerry Jolly to Stage Road Connector Trail Northern Ashwabay 4 7.6

Star Route to Hatchery Mountain Bike Trail Northern Ashwabay 4 7.9

Brownstone to Apostle Islands Golf Course Connector Trail Northern Brownstone Trail 4 0.5

Fire Hill Preserve to Beaver Hollow Connector Trail Northern Fire Hill Preserve 4 2.5

Fire Hill Preserve to Jerry Jolly Connector Trail Northern Fire Hill Preserve 4 4.1

Apostle Islands Mainland Trail Loop Northern Other 4 1.2

Apostle Islands Mainland Trail to Hwy 13 Connector Trail Northern Other 4 1.8

Apostle Islands Mainland Trail to McCutcheon Rd Connector Trail Northern Other 4 1.3

Bayfield Snowmobile Multi-Use Trail Northern Other 4 0.6

Echo Valley Road Connector Trail Northern Other 4 1.3

Sultz Swamp to Compton Rd Connector Trail Northern Other 4 3.5

Sultz Swamp Trail System Development Northern Other 4 9.2

Sultz Swamp Trails to Butterfield Connector Trail Northern Other 4 5.5

Sultz Swamp Trails to Settlement Connector Trail Northern Other 4 7.4

Salmo Trail to Bayview Beach Connector Trail Northern Salmo Trail 4 2.6

Lost Creek Falls to Siskiwit Lake Connector Trail Western Lost Creek 4 1.7

Cornucopia to Klemik/Stone Road Connector Trail; Western Other 4 2.6

Pratt's Peak Trail System Development Western Other 4 Undetermined

Roman's Point Trail System Development Western Other 4 4.4

Siskiwit River Preserve to Sawgrass Community Connector Trail Western
Siskiwit River 
Preserve

4 Undetermined

Dismissed Trail Segments Region System Grouping Approx. Length
0.1 mi. 

Star Route Road Bike Route Bike Route Bike Route 16.5

Washburn Dupont Linear Park Trail Development Eastern Other 1.2

Bark Bay Access Trail Improvement Western Bark Bay Sloughs 0.5
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New Trail Proposals List and Links

Category 1: Deemed feasible; implement in the next 5 years   
Northern Region

1. Bayfield Hill Bike Loop
2. Bayfield to Little Sand Bay Bike Loop
3. Big Ravine - East Rim Ravine Edge Loop 
4. Big Ravine - Gil Larsen Extension
5. Big Ravine - Sweeny Loop
6. Fire Hill Preserve Trail System
7. Highway 13 Safety Improvements
8. Pikes Bay Connector Trail
9. Red Cliff to Bayfield Multi-Use Trail 

Southern Region

1. Aurora Housing to Memorial Park Connector Trail
2. Big Rock County Park and Campground
3. Thompson’s West End Park Loop

Western Region

1. Lost Creek Falls Trailhead and Trail Additions
2.  Siskiwit River Preserve to Cornucopia Connector Trail

 Category 2: Analyze further; if deemed feasible, implement in 5-10 years      
Northern Region 

1. Ashwahalla Trail
2. Bayfield Southside Recreation Sites Connector Trail
3. Bayfield Westside Trails – Manypenny Ave. to Brownstone Trail
4. Bayfield Westside Trails- Martin Rd. to Manypenny Ave. 
5. Washington Ave. Beach to Dalrymple Campground Waterfront Connector
6. West Rim Trail to Hauser’s Superior View Farm Connector 
7. Big Ravine - East Rim Bench Loop

Southern Region

1. Birch Grove to Long Lake Trail
2. Washburn Recreational Trail to Houghton Falls Preserve Connector Trail
3. Washburn Recreational Trail: Memorial Park to Gary Rd. Connector Trail
4.  Washburn to Bayfield Unpaved Inland Bike Route
5.  Washburn Washington Ave Bike & Pedestrian Improvements

Western Region
1.  Glacial System Kettles Trail

Category 3 & 4: Consider for further analysis after 10 years
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