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Bayfield Area Trails Committee Meeting Notes 
Tuesday June 10th @ 3:00 – 4:00 pm (via Zoom)  

 
Participants: 

• Committee members present: Bunch, Hudson, Kitchell, Mattson, Rothe 

• Committee members absent: Ballou, Finn, Havlik, Huinker, Lang 

• Trails Subcommittee present: Ipsen 

• Communications Subcommittee present:  

• Others present:  
Focus Topics 

1. 2025 Annual Trails Celebration: 
a. Debrief –  

i. Only Kitchell, Mattson, & Ipsen attended.  
ii. Generally went well; not as much chatting and mingling at the tables as in 

the past – perhaps not enough time allowed for that. 
iii. Some really liked Mike Passo, others thought it was too long.  
iv. Break out, interactive sessions were good; especially Trail User Survey demo 

and the Trail Maintenance & Building demo.  
v. Venue was fantastic – thanks to the Town of Bell: Peter will send a thank you 

note on behalf of Bayfield Area Trails. 
vi. Red Cliff presentation was interesting. Mattson commented that if the trail 

were to be motorized, there would be more funding available. It might be 
worth considering this. Motorized use could be limited to certain seasons & 
times; for example, winter only for snowmobiling.  

b. Follow up: Kitchell will prepare a blog to be posted by Tony J. & sent out via an email 
blast, with a link to the online feedback form. 

c. Feedback form online is available to gather feedback on what went well and what 
could be improved.  

2. 2025 Project Schedule (attached): 
a. Raspberry River should be dropped from the work schedule. County is not sure 

about what to do with these trails. They were not developed with long-term use and 
sustainability in mind.  

i. CONSENSUS: On this call we agreed to schedule a recon field visit to look at 
the trail and discuss what to do and the approach. Recon would include 
Hudson, Mattson, Ipsen, & Kitchell.  

ii. ACTION: Ipsen could put up flagging in advance of the field visit if he is 
interested and has time. He might include Rich Metcalfe, Bob Kelly, & 
Marshall in this endeavor.  

b. Frog Bay has been dropped due to funding uncertainty.  
c. Kitchell & May are exploring the possibility of establishing a foot path from the Red 

Dam to the Pileated Woodpecker Trail bridge. This would be on DNR land and would 
be intended as a temporary option.  

3. Long-term strategic plan – the Bayfield Peninsula Trails Plan (BPTP): Kate 
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a. Report on coordination meeting with Bayfield County on May 21st. The County 
supports including these in the top-ranked list. Lindley & Sara 

1. Fire Hill Preserve – in progress by County 
2. Glacial Kettles Trails Network – on the County’s list for planning 
3. Lost Creek Expansion – County starting to think about this 
4. Siskiwit Preserve to Cornucopia – sensitive with some community 

members, but the County intends to pursue this. 
5. Ashwahalla concept – open to this, but planning, construction, & 

maintenance would need to be done by BAT. Will require 
coordination and approval by the County. 

b. Initiating feasibility analysis on 4 of the top-ranked trails 
i. Brownstone to Salmo 
ii. Hwy 13 bridge across Pikes Creek by the fish hatchery (bike safety) 
iii. Washburn Lakefront Extension 
iv. Bark Bay access 

c. Update report document prepared for public information & outreach 
d. Other stakeholder meetings will be scheduled  
e. Planning to hire Shea Schachameyer (CV attached) to assist with plan writing 

4. Economic Impact Study Report – 
a. Hilary Jewell resigned from the coordinator position 
b. Hiring Shea Schachameyer to fill this role through October. 

 
 

Ongoing Activities Reports 
1. Trail Subcommittee:  

a. AAT reports were completed May 15th  
b. Only a few trails are unadopted, but being covered by other adopters 
c. Report attached to the meeting email 

i. Mattson asked for a link to the reports so they can look at them whenever 
they have interest/time. Ipsen will explore this. 

 
 

Rapid Round Robin Reports (15 min.) 
1. Landmark (Lang): absent 
2. Town of Bayview (Mike Bunch): Bunch recently did quite a bit of trail maintenance work on 

the trail.  
a. Bunch mentioned the idea of expanding trails onto the south side of the Ravine, 

which is very interesting, pretty, & has some history. What should be done? 
b. Kitchell suggested that actions should stay within the scope of the existing 

management plan; and that the Town Board should be consulted on this question. 
The management plan is old and a good candidate for revision. Wisconsin Coastal 
Management Program could be a good source of funds for this plan. 

3. County (Mattson):  
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a. Great to have Sara Hudson on board as the Rec. Coordinator. Spending time getting 
Sara oriented.  

b. Sara will be working on revising the County Comprehensive Outdoor Rec. Plan 
(CORP); and the planning work being led by BAT will be valuable for inclusion.  

4. Town of Bell/Cornucopia Trails Club: (Rothe): 
a. Very interested in the Siskiwit to Cornucopia connection; will carry out informal 

conversations with community members to scope out the level of interest, support 
and/or opposition as well as potential concerns. 

b. Siskiwit Orchard in full bloom and looks great.  
5. Red Cliff Treaty Natural Resources Division (TNRD)(Huinker): absent 
6. Town of Bayfield: (Kitchell)  

a. Salmo Trail maintenance & accessibility proposal: if funded, start in October 
o Submitted proposals to 1) DNR Rec. Trails Program, 2) Bayfield County 

Health Grant, 3) Christopher Reeves Foundation; 4) AARP Community 
Challenge; 5) Essentia Health; 6) Tamarack Health 

b. Pileated Woodpecker Status:  
o Trying to establish foot path from Red Dam to the PWT 

7. City (Clark/Carrier): New City rep. will be Pete Havlik from the Parks & Rec. Committee. He 
replaces Fred Clark. WELCOME PETE! Pete was unavailable for this meeting, but looking 
forward to participating in the future. 

8. APIS/NPS: (Ballou): absent 
a. Superintendent Dominy recently retired. 

9. Ashwabay (Finn/Schalla/Olson): absent 
 

NEXT MEETINGS:  
Tuesday July 8th @ 8:30 – 10 am 

Tuesday August 12th – 8:30 – 10 am 
Tuesday September – 8:30 – 10 am 

 
Future Agenda Topics: 

• BPTP: in-depth review of trail rankings & maps; feasibility analysis 

• Sustainable organization 


