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Bayfield Area Trails Committee Meeting Notes 
Tuesday July 14th @ 3:00 – 4:30 pm (via Zoom)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87132302815?pwd=82a2dj3ftzPI0df1HSONfc9Iont5c5.1 
 

Rapid Round Robin Reports:  
1. APIS/NPS: (Ballou): not present 

2. Ashwabay (Finn/Schalla/Olson):  not present 
3. City of Bayfield (Havlik): not present 

a. Lower Big Ravine:  
o Public Works Dept. clear cut the area downstream from the Iron Bridge under the 

auspices of protecting the Iron Bridge and managing stormwater runoff. There are 
many concerns regarding invasive species, increased sedimentation, aesthetic 
impact, loss of biodiversity, etc.  

o There needs to be better coordination between PWD and Parks & Rec. Committee 
o This recent clearing was done in disregard toward the current contract with SEH 

consultants who were hired to develop and integrated plan for redoing the trail 
and stormwater management infrastructure.  

o The SEH report is expected by September. This is intended for use to pursue 
funding to redo the infrastructure. 

b. East Rim Trail across Old Orchard Meadows is closed to foot travel. Snowmobiles will still be 
allowed December 15 to April 1.  

c. The City will soon initiate the “Dual Use Trail Working Group” for the East Rim Trail, with the 
goal of safe and compatible use of snowmobiles and foot travelers in winter. 

4. City of Washburn (Janisch): not present 
5. Town of Bayfield: (Kitchell): present 

a. Salmo Accessibility Project – WisCorps coming soon. Issuing a joint press release with 
Friends of the Apostle Islands about projects to increase accessibility on the Peninsula. 

b. Gate @ Meyers-Olson Road entrance would be supported in conjunction with the dual use 
trail on the East Rim 

c. Beavers still busy at the Headwaters. Jeff Wilson & volunteers are monitoring beaver activity 
adjacent to M-O Rd. to keep them from building dams and threatening the road.  

6. County (Mattson/Hudson): Present.  
a. Mowed Jolly and Siskiwit trails. 
b. Gardens at Siskiwit looks great. 
c. Hoping for grants to be approved for Siskiwit and Lost Creek Falls projects. 

7. Landmark (Lang): present 
a. Should know soon about the TAP grant for Brownstone. 
b. Mowed along Brownstone. Will mow again in August. Intern replaced post on reroute 
c. Pikes Bay Connector (Brownstone to Salmo):  

o have not heard from Sheri Lewis at Waterford. Last thing sent was a landowner 
intent letter.  

o Kitchell mentioned Charly Jarvis at Pikes Bay Marina is following up with his 
leadership on potential agreement for trail across their property. 

o Lang & Kitchell agreed to wait to hear from Pikes Bay before reaching back out to 
Waterford. 

d. Maxwell property was acquired from Northland College. A project has been scheduled for 
September 11 & 12, replacing Sweeny Trail project that was scheduled for that time 
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8. Red Cliff Treaty Natural Resources Division (TNRD) (Nordin): not present 
9. Town of Bayview (Bunch): Present. Bunch will inquire with Township about possible trail project 

work, for the project work days scheduled October 9 & 10. 
10. Town of Bell/Cornucopia Trails Club: (Rothe): Present. All good. Nothing in addition to the County’s 

report. 
 

Focus Topics 
 
Budget & Finances - (attached – focus on Sheet #1)   

• No questions about the budget 

• RFR Fiscal Sponsorship Update which states their intention to cancel the agreement at the end 
of calendar year (see copy of email) 

 
Bayfield Peninsula Trails Plan: brief update report 

• Reformatting into 2 Parts 
o Part One ready for posting soon 

• Open House on June 25th in Washburn at Bayfield County Emergency Ops. Center (EOC) was very 
successful. Input was compiled by the NPS RTCA intern; it will be incorporated into the final plan. 

o Interactive displays for existing, Cat 1, Cat 2 trails. 
o Display about the Econ. Study 

• Washburn to Houghton Falls: Landowner contacts in advance of open house ensured that 
landowners would not be surprised by the proposal. Some were okay with the concept; others 
oppose. Town of Bayview currently does not support the proposal for a trail between Washburn and 
Houghton Falls along the old RR grade. 

 
Organizational Sustainability: plans to soon convene working group to discuss issues and a course of 
action toward sustainability, including incorporating as a 501c3 nonprofit. 
 
Trail Projects on the Horizon 

• Clayton Creek – mostly complete; there are plans for replacing bridges 

• Salmo – WisCorps 7/20 - 8/1 was very successful. Will still need to replenish gravel 

• Siskiwit to Cornucopia – 8/14 – 15 – Cancelled. Other project(s) may be conducted on these dates. 

• Pileated Woodpecker – 8/28 – 29: exact work TBD 

• Landmark Maxwell project – added for Sept. 11 & 12 

• Sweeny Loop planned for September 25 & 26 

NEXT MEETINGS 
BAT Comm.: continue 2nd Tuesday of the month @ 2:30 pm 

August 11th; September 8th; October 13th  
 

Bayfield Peninsula Trails Plan Meetings:  
3rd Thursday of the month @ 3pm,  

August 20th; September 17th  

 


