Report for Bayfield Trails Engagement
Survey

Response Counts

Completion Rate: 100% .|

Complete . ] 82

Totals: 82



1. What seasons do you visit the Lower Big Ravine? (check all that apply)

Percent
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2. How often do you visit the Lower Big Ravine?

1% Never

2% Once a year

28% A few times a year

29% Once a month

Value

Daily

Weekly

Once a month

A few times a year

Once a year

Never

Percent

11.0%

28.0%

29.3%

28.0%

2.4%

1.2%

/ 11% Daily

28% Weekly

Responses

9

23

24

23

Totals: 82



3. How concerned are you about erosion and sediment reaching Lake

Superior?

5% Not concerned

48% Somewhat concerned

Value

Very concerned
Somewhat concerned

Not concerned

Percent

47.6%

47.6%

4.9%

48% Very concerned

Responses

39

39

Totals: 82



4. When making stormwater and trail improvements, what should be the

City’s top priorities? (select up to 2)
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Preserving Improving Reducing Improving Protecting Improving
natural accessibility long-term safety and water year-
character for all maintenance stability quality round
(minimal users costs and usability
structures) reducing
erosion
Value Percent Responses
Preserving natural character (minimal structures) 54.3% 44
.
Improving accessibility for all users 9.9% 8
-
Reducing long-term maintenance costs 19.8% 16
)
Improving safety and stability 27.2% 22
o
Protecting water quality and reducing erosion 71.6% 58
Improving year-round usability 11.1% 9



5. How do you typically use the trail? (check all that apply)

Percent
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Value

Casual walking

Hiking

Running

Meditation / Relaxation / Passive Use

Visiting with family/children

School Field Trip / Outdoor Learning

Birding / wildlife viewing

Commuting (school/work)

Visitor/tourist

Other:

Other:

Commute from home to mainstream and back

Pole hiking for exercise benefits, esp Pine Bluff, Hemlock Heights, and School trail.

Prayer/communing with the spirits of the land

Test

Trail Maintenance

Walking to and from downtown and library

Walking trail with our visitors

snowshoeing

Totals

Percent

78.0%

69.5%

11.0%

39.0%

26.8%

4.9%

31.7%

3.7%

4.9%

12.2%

Responses

64
57
9
32
22
4
26
3
4
10
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
9






6. What is your age?

47% Over 65

Value

Under 16

16 -21

22-35

36-50

51-65

Over 65

Percent

0.0%

0.0%

8.6%

21.0%

23.5%

46.9%

—_—

9% 22-35

__— 21%36-50

>

24% 51 - 65

Responses

0

17

19

38

Totals: 81



/. Are you typically accompanied by any children that require adult

supervision?

87% No

Value

Yes

No

Percent

13.4%
-

86.6%

/ 13% Yes

Responses

11

71

Totals: 82
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8. What are the most valued aspects along the trail?
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Value Percent Responses

Boardwalk 15.9% 13
-a

Views to the Iron Bridge 23.2% 19
o

Stream crossings 47.6% 39
CEEEE——

Natural/wooded setting 79.3% 65

Water features (creek/waterfall) 70.7% 58
Quiet/wilderness feel 80.5% 66
Sense of adventure / ruggedness 34.1% 28
Quiet/low traffic environment 56.1% 46
Other: 8.5% 7
Other: Count
Beautiful, but at the cost iof impact 1

Bird watching 1
Exercise benefits going up hills. It's also especially nice in the winter when the trails are snow 1
covered.

Sacred land 1
Testing survey 1

The fact that you aren't in the city 1

The quiet beauty of nature 1

Totals 7



9. What trail improvements would enhance your experience?
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Overlooks

Value

Overlooks

Gathering areas

Interpretive signage

Wayfinding signage

Native plantings

Other:

Gathering Interpretive Wayfinding

areas signage signage

Percent

35.9%

7.7%

15.4%

11.5%

66.7%

17.9%

Native Other:
plantings

Responses

28

12

52

14

13



Other:

Less steep rock stairs

Fewer mosquitoes?! Kidding (they are good bird food)

| understand the need for erosion control. Other than that, | think it's perfect as it is...

It seems like a lot of stairs now, too many

Less stone steps, more permanent creek crossings

Make it longer

Planting native plants

Safe water crossings

adding more natural stream crossings or a small bridge(s) if feasible

easier creek crossings; less structures & more natural trail tread

improvements and stabilization to the creek and the waterfalls

none

safety on the steep climbs/stairs

Totals

Count

14

14



10. Have you or someone you know been unable to use parts of the trail
due to accessibility limitations?

0,
12% Not sure \ / 15% Yes

73% No j

Value Percent Responses

Yes 14.8% 12
[ ]

No 72.8% 59
. ]

Not sure 12.3% 10
]

Totals: 81



11. How important is improving accessibility in the Lower Big Ravine?

33% Not important

Value

Very important

Somewhat important

Not important

Percent

13.6%
aam

53.1%

33.3%

/ 14% Very important

N\

53% Somewhat important

Responses

11

43

27

Totals: 81

16



12. Would you support changes to trail alignment or features to improve
accessibility?

10% No

54% Maybe

Value

Yes

Maybe

No

Percent

36.3%
aE——

53.8%

10.0%

36% Yes

Responses

29

43

Totals: 80

17



13. If changes are needed to improve long-term safety, reduce
maintenance needs, and make the trail more sustainable, which of the
following approaches would you be open to? (check all that apply)
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Rerouting Replacing Adding Relocating Preserving Unsure /
short some bridges at certain the trail need
sections boardwalk creek trail largely as more
of trail segments crossings features it is today, information
with trail or even if
at grade structures that limits
where some
feasible improvements
Value Percent Responses
Rerouting short sections of trail 56.1% 46
-
Replacing some boardwalk segments with trail at 48.8% 40
grade where feasible C—
Adding bridges at creek crossings 45.1% 37
]
Relocating certain trail features or structures 39.0% 32
A
Preserving the trail largely as it is today, even if that 37.8% 31
limits some improvements f
Unsure / need more information 17.1% 14

18
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14. If a bridge crossing is technically feasible, what type of bridge would

you prefer?

5% Cable - FRP (fiberglass
reinforced plastic)

27% Solid frame — metal and wood \

27% Solid frame - all wood timber

Value

| don’t want bridges

Yes, | want bridges

Solid frame — all wood timber

Solid frame — metal and wood

Cable — FRP (fiberglass reinforced plastic)

/

Percent

34.2%

7.6%

26.6%

26.6%

5.1%

/

>

34% | don’t want bridges

8% Yes, | want bridges

Responses

27

21

21

Totals: 79

20



15. What level of built infrastructure feels appropriate in this section of the

Big Ravine?

3% More developed (durable built
features)

44% Moderate (some structures for
safety and access)

Value

Minimal (natural surfaces, few structures)

Moderate (some structures for safety and access)

More developed (durable built features)

structures)

Percent

53.1%

44.4%

2.5%

———— 53% Minimal (natural surfaces, few

Responses

43

36

Totals: 81

21



16. Are there specific needs or issues that you feel we should know about?

ResponselD Response
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39

41

42

43

Test

The lower ravine section is one of the most scenic parts of this trails system, and | love
the rustic, wilderness feel that it has even though it's in the middle of town. Please do
what you can to minimize "development" and rather try to maintain the wilderness feel
while making the improvements that are necessary for trail sustainability.

Debris catchers are unsightly and not maintainable. Should replace fence at top of dam.
Evaluate how to screen or block access to lake outlet for safety reasons, and to limit
graffiti, without impeding water flow.

| and my family treasure the ravine trails. The younger members enjoy trail running, while
| prefer pole hiking and getting a workout climbing and descending School Trail, Hemlock
Heights, and Pine Bluff, along with enjoying the solitude and beauty of the ravine.

Let's keep it as natural as possible. It seems like the trail work was just finished not long
ago. Itis peaceful as it is. If it's changed too much it will bring too many people to a small
area.

Let's keep it as natural as possible. It seems like the trail work was just finished not long
ago. ltis peaceful as itis. If it's changed too much it will bring too many people to a small

area.

Need to be able to see the Iron Bridge from Washington Avenue and vise versa. Over
tim, Trees have almost obliterated the view both ways

Signage telling the story of the dam and how it supplied waters from the lake it created
to feed the steam powered gang saws at RD Pike lumber mill on Bayfield's waterfront.

This is a treasured resurce.

Please don't change the character of the trail as it is today

The reason people use the trail is to be in nature.

no

| like the wilderness feel. | would like that to be preserved.

| personally love the boardwalk and stairs that go near the small waterfall, and | hope
these can stay or be rebuilt if necessary in a similar fashion. Thanks for maintaining and
working on these trails! We love love love walking them.

The terrain itself naturally limits handicapped access...ie. wheelchair users.
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ResponselD Response

46

51

56

63

64

66

69

71

77

80

83

To me the main times it is hard to access this trail is during high water in the spring, or
after big storms, and in the winter - a lot of the stairs get impassible in the winter.

It would be great if it were feasible to have a bridge for those that need it, but still have
the option to use the stones to cross for those of us that are looking for more challenging
natural/adventurous movement.

Winter trail use is almost impossible due to snow pack, especially in the decents into the
trail. The Sweeney and Iron Bridge access points become dangerous at best, inaccessible
at worst. | am also very concerned with bank erosion and the threat of erosion to large
trees, including the remarkable hemlocks in the ravine.

Stepping stone crossings are great, but tough to maintain and safe; there are surely
some places that are best served by a bridge - location depending.

CUT OUT THE FOLIAGE IN FRONT OF THE BRIDGE. YOU CAN'T SEE IT FROM THE
STREET! Somebody put a wreath on the bridge at Xmas but as the trees and brush grew,
the wreath wasn't visible anymore. Sad that this iconic bridge is invisible. Also | miss not
having the ability to walk through the "tunnel". Every kid had to do this to be accepted!!
Many of the rituals growing up in Bayfield are now gone! | was one of the kids who
picked up the ravine on Earth Day.

We are incredibly fortunate to have this natural resource right in the middle of our town.
can't believe my good fortune when | walk the trail home from town with groceries or a
library book. | hope it can be maintained as a trail for walkers and hikers who appreciate
the quiet beauty of the area we live in.

This trail is such a blessing for our Bayfield School students. We appreciate this
extension of our classrooms to expose our students to the peace, beauty, and wonder of
the ravine.

Do not forget that this is sacred land to the people that have been here for thousands of
years. Please collaborate with them and ask them for their input, ideas, and feedback.
Also, myself and many people that | know were horrified by the clear cutting that was
done at the beginning of the lower trail. That should have been done in a more
sustainable and thoughtful way. Planting native plants is so important to the community
here and also for the health of the land, animals, and water. Thank you for listening.

The ttrail that climbs to the ridge is off cambre in some locations making it very
dangerous when icy.

very worried about snowmobile usage - Bayfield needs to develope those trails outside
of the ravine if they truly want o attract that type of motorized activity.

| have conflicting thoughts— I'd like to keep it mostly the same, but am in favor of
changes to help with erosion. I'm also older so favor bridges over the stream (which
won't be keeping it the same).
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